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Fall 2015BUA HITS RECORD ENROLLMENT IN FALL 2015 - See p. 4

René Maciel, President of Baptist 
University of the Américas since 2007 
and a lifelong Baptist, will be nominated 
for President of the Baptist General Con-
vention of Texas/Texas Baptists (BGCT) 
at the Annual Conference Nov. 8-10 in 
Frisco.

Maciel will be nominated by Dr. Jer-
ry Dailey, Pastor of Macedonia Baptist 
Church in San Antonio, who also serves 
on the BUA Board of Trustees.

Maciel has served as BGCT second 
vice president and first vice president 
during the previous two years.

“I have been praying about this 
awesome responsibility and I am trust-
ing God to use me to bring glory to Him 
in this role,” Maciel said in announcing 
his intentions. 

“I am thankful that I am a product 
of Texas Baptist work, a graduate of 
Hardin-Simmons University and Baylor 
University, have worked and served at 
HSU, Baylor, and Truett Seminary. My fa-
ther was a Texas Baptist pastor, my girls 
graduated from a Texas Baptist univer-
sity, and I worship and lead in a won-
derful Texas Baptist church, First Baptist 
Church of Castroville,” Maciel said.

“More importantly, my faith has 
developed through my Texas Baptist 
involvement,” he added.

Dailey lauded Maciel as “a man of 
integrity, a man of prayer and a consen-
sus-builder.”   

BUA President Maciel
to be nominated 

for President of BGCT

Baptist University of the Américas (BUA) students will enjoy a     
modern campus when they move into one building that provides more 
square footage and up-to-date facilities for Spring 2016.

The 68-year-old university on the Southside that educates Hispanic ministers 
from 23 countries is relocating its entire campus operations and personnel during 
the Spring Semester.

The university is moving from the eight outdated buildings to a medical office 
building built in 2007 but unused due to foreclosure.

The Baptist General Convention of Texas owns the current land and the quick 
sale created the necessity to find a campus before Jan. 15, 2016.

But BUA President René Maciel says God had plans for the future of BUA. “The 
cost of upgrading the current campus eats up precious dollars that could go to-
ward a new campus,” he said. 

Meanwhile, as the university seeks more donors and friends for the $17-million 
campus, Maciel said God placed a building with more square footage, more park-
ing spaces, and new furniture, computers and phones within walking distance of 
the current campus.

“God is still leading us. We are on this journey just like the children of Israel, re-
maining faithful through the journey to discover His purpose and will for us,” Maciel 
told the staff. “He has provided this new home in His way and in His timing.”

BUA officials, with trustee approval, are purchasing a medical office building 
that is at Barlite Boulevard across from South San Antonio High School for $4 mil-
lion.  The building was in foreclosure and has been vacant except for one physi-
cian’s office for four years.

“It’s almost too good to be true that God would lay something like this in our 
lap,” Maciel said. School officials considered leasing space at several other sites 
before approaching the bank that owns the medical building.

Campus will relocate in 2016

(Continued on Page 2)

7838 Barlite Boulevard, San Antonio, TX 78224

By Ginger Hall Carnes, Communications Specialist
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The building has more than 42,000 
square feet, and officials estimate they 
could serve 400-500 students. They plan 
to stay in the facility for 7-10 years as 
they raise funds for construction on the 
80 acres gradually.

The office building will require 
some modifications and some medical 
equipment will be sold. It is two stories 
with an elevator. Some offices are set 
up but have never been used. It also has 
space that can be expanded for class-
rooms, a library and a chapel.

“It’s a turning point in our history. 
God has great things in store for BUA,” 
Maciel said. “We won’t even have to 
change the sign on the highway to get 
to us.”

“Many donors who had pledged sig-
nificant funds toward the Baugh Family 
campus have agreed to re-direct that 
money toward the new building,” said 
Teo Cisneros, Vice President for Devel-
opment. 

The $17 million campus will be 
built in smaller “bites,” Maciel said, and 
donors are excited about that because it 
relieves the pressure of having to build 
an entire campus at once.

Trustees have approved putting the 
Changing Our World Campaign on hold 
while launching a three-year, $5 mil-
lion capital campaign, “A New Journey,” 
to purchase and remodel the Barlite 
building.

(From Page 1)

Grace Dukes was 100-year-old donor, trustee
Former Trustee Annie Grace McPhail 

Dukes was “all about missions and help-
ing people,” according to her daughter, 
Kay Ely.

Known as “Amazing Grace” to her 
family, Grace was born on Christmas 
Day in 1914 and passed away at the age 
of 100 on Aug. 18, 2015.

She was happily married to Otto 
Dukes for 51 years until his death in 
1988. They were members of First 
Baptist Church of San Antonio, which is 
where Grace connected to the Mexican 
Baptist Bible Institute, a previous name 
of Baptist University of the Américas.

Grace was a long-time donor to BUA 
and served as secretary on the Board of 
Trustees for 10 years – from 1961-1971. 
She also held offices in Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union and was on the Board of 
the San Marcos Baptist Academy.

She had a dream of moving the 
original school building at West Martin 
and North Leona streets to the campus 
“so the students could see how small 
it was and where they had come,” Kay 
shared. Her daughter helped her realize 
that even if she got the city’s permis-
sion, she couldn’t afford to move it!

“BUA was blessed to have her 
service as a Board member for 10 years, 
to have her friendship, and to have her 
support and care for our University,” said 
President René Maciel.

Grace was committed to helping 
people get an education, including 
paying for a grand-nephew’s seminary 
education. He now is a pastor.

Grace attended the 2014 Friends 

and Donors Dinner and was active until 
a few months before her death, her 
daughter said.

Grace is survived by son, Gary 
Dukes and Janet Matson; daughter, Kay 
Dukes Ely and husband Don; grandsons, 
Charles Embrey Jr. and wife Melanie, 
Mark Embrey and wife Olga, Scott 
Dukes and wife Donna, and Richard 
Dukes and wife Katherine; granddaugh-
ters, Christa Ely Amina and husband Will 
and Shawna Ely Barrientos and husband 
Felix.

The family has requested donations 
be made to First Baptist Church, 515 
McCullough, San Antonio 78215 or Bap-
tist University of the Américas.

Grace Dukes was a trustee of the Mexican Baptist 
Bible Institute and a lifelong BUA supporter.

New campus is updated,
larger than current one

•	 Bookmark	the	BUA	website	at 
www.bua.edu and visit often.

•	 LIKE	the	BUA	Facebook	page 
at Baptist University of the 
Américas.

•	 As you see BUA items appear 
on your Facebook newsfeed, 
SHARE the item so your Face-
book Friends learn about BUA.

•	 Be	our	guest	at	our	Friends	&	
Donors	Dinner in your area, usu-
ally sponsored by a generous 
donor. See our calendar on the 

website and make a reservation! 
•	 Attend	Chapel	services. They 

are from 11 am - Noon every 
Tuesday and Thursday during the 
academic year and are open to 
the public. Click on the Chapel 
link at the top of the website to 
see the schedule of speakers.

•	 Invite a BUA	speaker to your 
church to share the BUA story.

•	 Become	an	Amigo	Donor by 
sending a monthly gift. 

•	 Support BUA during The	Big	Give	

San	Antonio, the one day, on-
line giving to nonprofits on May 
3, 2016.

•	 Do	research	at	BUA’s	Library,	
which	is	open	to	the	public. 
Retiring pastors donate their 
libraries to BUA, so many theo-
logical books are available for 
review.

•	 Visit	the	campus	and	schedule	
a	tour	by calling Admissions at 
210-924-4338, ext. 229.

HOW  TO  CONNECT  WITH  BUA
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At its Board of Trustees meeting on Friday, Oct. 9, 
BUA bid farewell to one of its long-time serving trustees, 
Dr. Harold F. Bass, who served for the last 11 years. 

Dr. Bass also chaired the Academic Affairs Com-
mittee and was part of the Executive Committee.  Dr. 
Bass, Professor in the Department of Political Science 
in Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadelphia, Ark., 
brought much experience and wisdom in the area of 
academia. 

“We will greatly miss Dr. Bass’ thoughtful and wise 
contributions to the area of Academic Affairs of the Uni-
versity. Dr. Bass’ extensive academic experience togeth-
er with his deep commitment to Baptist principles and 
his denominational involvement brought depth and 
insightful recommendations in the discussion of the 
issues that we face in our educational programs,” said 
Dr. Marconi Monteiro, BUA Vice President for Academic 
Affairs.  

“In addition, his love for BUA and support for our 
mission was always evident in his participation during 
our Board of Trustees meetings and whenever the 
school needed his input and assistance. We are grateful 
to the Lord for his life and ministry and look forward to 
continuing our relationship with him now at a different 
level and in a context outside the Board of Trustees,” Dr. 
Monteiro added. 

“Hal, his wife, Mitzi, and his mom, Bettye Jane, 
have been such a blessing to this school as friends and 
donors,” shared President René Maciel. “He always went 
beyond his duties as a trustee by sponsoring our events 
in order to help this school and our students.  We will 
deeply miss him.  

“In his mother’s honor, BUA will be naming one of 
our classrooms the Bettye Jane Bass Room.” 

BUA bids ‘Farewell’ to outgoing 
Trustee Dr. Harold Bass

A standing-room-only crowd heard Moisés Rodríguez, PhD, 
BUA Vice President for External Affairs, speak to the BUA CBF 
Breakfast in Dallas in June. 

The breakfast was held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
downtown Dallas during the annual meeting of the Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship. 

The breakfast group expanded to more than 50 guests as 
President René Maciel welcomed everyone and introduced the 
program personnel. 

Other speakers were 2011 BUA graduate Javier Perez of 
Mission, Texas, who is Director of National Missions and Hu-
manitarian Aid for Buckner International, who led the Invoca-
tion; and Rev. Griselda Escobar, who gave her testimony.

Rev. Escobar, BA 2006, is a Chaplain with Christus Spohn 
Health System and is located in Corpus Christi, Texas.

Dr. Rodríguez spoke on Connecting Hispanic Culture and 
the Church. He broke the Hispanic Culture by generations into 
four distinct groups: the Charter Generation (Early History to 
1900s), the Immigrant Generation (1900-1940), the Assimilation 
Generation (1940-1960), and now the Pluralistic Generation 
(1960 forward). 

It is this pluralistic group that he particularly discussed, not-
ing that they “seek structural assimilation…but not necessarily 
cultural assimilation. They want to maintain some portion of 
their own cultural heritage.” 

Rick McClatchy, PhD, adjunct professor of Church History 
and CBF Texas Field Coordinator, spoke on Connecting the 
Dots: BUA and CBF. 

“I believe that BUA is our most strategic partner for en-
gaging Hispanic churches in the work of Global Missions,” Dr. 
McClatchy commented, “as well as for reaching the next gen-
eration of Texas Hispanics and including them in the life of the 
church. Investing in BUA is an investment in the future of the 
Kingdom’s work.” 

Rev. Garrett Vickrey, Senior Pastor, Woodland Baptist 
Church, San Antonio, led the Benediction. 

By Linda Cross, Advocate for Leadership Development

Interest high in BUA’s cross-cultural 
leadership at CBF Annual Meeting

Rev. Griselda Escobar (BUA 2006)with her husband, Allan Escobar (BUA 2008), 
their son, and BUA President René Maciel.

By Rhoda Ortiz Vance, Director of Community Relations
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BUA hits record enrollment of 336 for Fall 2015
BUA Registrar Isaac Ortiz reported that BUA 

enrolled 270 regular program students and an-
other 66 community members in a tuition-free 
class on Congregational Leadership. 

Mary Ranjel, Vice President for Student Ser-
vices and Enrollment Management, said they 
are encouraging students in the special class to 
enroll in regular BUA courses.

When students came to his office to 
drop classes, Registrar Isaac Ortiz and 
his colleagues came up with a way to 
retain those students.

He and colleagues created the RISE 
Program where 12 mentors, including 
employees, tutor the students who just 
need a little bit of extra help because 
their GPA has dropped below 2.0.

RISE is the acronym for Re-Inforcing 
Success and Excellence. “Our goal is to 
help students RISE to the highest level 
of their potential,” Ortiz explained.

Last semester seven of the 15 
students in the program brought their 
GPA up to a satisfactory 2.0. Thirteen are 
participating during the Fall semester.

“Even though it appears that the 
issue is academic, we have discovered 

The Association for Biblical Higher Education 
has granted BUA the authority to initiate 

a distance learning program that will involve 
online courses, virtual learning technology, and 

hybrid curricular experiences, 
beginning in Fall 2016.

Isaiah 60:1 – Students RISE with mentors STUDENT
NEWS

The Department of Modern Languages will be offering a Travel Class in 
Spain during the 2016 May term.  

The dates are May 22 to June 6. 
Students who seek academic credit in Spanish must enroll in SPAN 4390: 

Special Topics in Spanish Culture in order to participate.  
The class is open to anyone who wishes to travel with us.  Space is limited, 

however.  
For more information and travel costs, please contact Dr. Hilda Velásquez 

at hvgvelasquez@gmail.com or Dr. Jesús Romero at jesus.romero@bua.edu. 

Join BUA for a Travel Class to Spain

For more than 20 years, students in 
the United States and other countries 
have set aside one day in September 
to pray for their school and schools 
around the nation and across the 
world. See You at the Pole (SYATP) is an 
annual gathering of Christian students 
at a flagpole in front of their local 
school for prayer, scripture-reading, 
and worship. 

This year, on Wednesday, Sept. 
25, BSM at BUA led a group of faithful 
students to gather around the flagpole 
to pray for their school (BUA) and other 
schools around the world. Students 
also prayed for the leaders of this na-
tion. BUA student Abraham Velasquez 
from North Carolina, shared a scripture 
and a reflection. He read from James 
5:15, “Confess your trespasses to one 
another, and pray for one another, that 
you may be healed. The effective, fer-
vent prayer of a righteous man avails 
much.” 

We also had two students lead 
worship, new BUA student Cesar Ser-
rato from Fort Worth, Texas, and Ellijah 
Espinosa from San Antonio. We believe 
that the prayer of the righteous has 
power! 

through previous semesters, that there 
are usually other factors that contribute 
to the academic regression of these 
students, such as family issues, financial 
hardships, and personal struggles. It is 
in these areas that the mentors focus to 
help students turn things around,” Ortiz 
explained.

ONLINE CLASSES APPROVED

BSM at BUA LEADS
SEE YOU AT THE POLE

By Luis Juarez, 
Missions and Spiritual Life Director
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The deadly and disastrous Memorial Day floods along 
the Blanco River faded from the headlines long ago. But the 
years-long recovery still dominates the minds and muscles of 
Wimberley, Texas.

The water surged to 44 feet, demolishing the previous 
record of 32 feet set in 1926 and 16 feet higher than Katrina’s 
highest storm surge that ravaged the Gulf Coast in 2005.

On June 15, 13 students from Baptist University of the 
Américas in San Antonio, joined by six staff and faculty 
members, aided that tortuous effort by investing in a mission 
project that was short on human contact but really long on 
debris, heat and humidity.  

“The only person other than our folks we saw pretty 
much all day was Rob, a young man from Minnesota working 
with Americorp,” BUA President René Maciel said. “He wielded 
the chain saw and we pulled and stacked, cleaning up where 
three houses once stood.”

A full sun boiled the air in the near 100 percent humidity 
as the team labored just upstream where the waters swept 
a house with eight people in it off its foundations before 
smashing it into a bridge, leaving one survivor.

“It was an incredible day,” Maciel recalled. “Incredibly 
hard and hot, incredibly our students worked — seven hours 
of brutal effort and not a single word or even gesture of 
complaint. However, they were a little cautious approaching 
debris piles because we warned them about snakes” 

Ellijah Espinosa, a Biblical studies major from San An-
tonio, agreed that “it was a lot of work,” but noted he “really 
loved it. It was a humbling experience and gave me a new 
respect for disaster victims and renovating teams, I hope to 
come back again.”

Araceli Acosta, financial aid director and adjunct profes-
sor of Spanish, said she felt drawn to come when she heard 
about the trip. “What I saw there was something that I had 
only seen on television or in movies,” she said. “It was very 

sad. People not only lost material things; this devastation 
also took memories, dreams and even lives.  Suffering the 
heat and tiredness for a single day at Wimberley did not 
make much difference in their situation, but I could not pass 
up the opportunity to help,  remembering the words of Jesus 
that ‘it is more blessed to give than to receive.’ I did it out of 
gratitude to God!”

Barry Tyler, BUA’s vice president for finance and adminis-
tration, has lived in Wimberley for 22 years and was awed by 
the BUA team as were many of the town residents who saw 
the mud-spattered and sweat-soaked group eating lunch 
at the Wimberley Café.  “Mac McCullough, a city councilman 
who owns the café, was like a lot of the locals who thanked 
them on behalf of the entire community,” Tyler explained. “It 
really touched him when our students offered to clean up 
the mud around the table that fell off their clothes!”

He also was impressed by the absolute lack of negativity.  
“Facing endless piles of uprooted trees and hauling mud-
filled appliances that weighed a hundred pounds up the 
slope to the road to be hauled away later was tough, and 
they just kept going,” he said.

After lunch a couple of walk-up volunteers joined the 
group and it took on a bit of the typical “mission trip.”

“Very quietly and naturally, the students shared their 
faith even as they kept working,“ Maciel noted before stress-
ing once again, “I am in awe of our kids.”

By Craig Bird, Asst. Professor of English, Communications & Missions

Heat, humidity & heart key
in BUA flood recovery effort

Hauling  it, not dogging it – Humidity was high and the debris was heavy 
but that didn’t stop BUA students from heavy duty cleanup at Wimberley. 
Above left, Diana Lopez, Alex Alvarado, Edith Franco and Keila Blake 
redistribute a telephone pole.



6

Jim Teal has a dream to match his testimony. And he 
wanted people who had experienced similar saving grace to 
help lay the foundation.

“I could have hired a crew to convert this old hunting 
cabin into a place of healing for fatherless teenagers and 
weary ministers,” he told a mission team from the Jimenez-
De La Cruz Mission Society at Baptist University of the Améri-
cas.  “But I wanted God’s Warriors to do the groundbreaking 
labor. From the first, I want this place supported and sur-
rounded by faith and love and prayer.

“When Carlos (Garduño, the associate pastor of Tilden 
Baptist Church where Teal is an active member) mentioned 
that BUA students might be interested in taking on manual 
labor as a mission project, I knew you were an answer to 
prayer.  You are not here by chance. You are here because 
God wants you to be.”

So eight students and three sponsors spent an October 
weekend, under the watchful eye and shotgun of a rattle-
snake guard: 

•	 expunging the long unused cabin of rats’ nests, as-
sorted clutter and debris, years of mildew and mold 
and dilapidated mattresses;

•	 ripping old siding off the walls and replacing it with 
hardy plank;

•	 constructing a porch (and writing words of encour-
agement underneath to bless those who walk across 
it in future years);

•	 building a firepit;
•	 taking time for target practice (a few mesquite trees 

were wounded);
•	 eating (venison sausage stuffed with jalapeno and 

cheese and mega-rib eye steaks; and
•	 leading worship Sunday morning at Tilden Baptist 

Church.
The highlight was Saturday evening. After a 12-hour day, 

the group gathered around the fire pit to roast marshmal-
lows and hear Teal, the McMullen County Judge, tell how 
God has worked in his life.  Given up for adoption by his 
homeless 14-year-old mother, he began abusing alcohol at 
age 16.  He experienced business success and financial ruin 

(he lost two inherited ranches that had been in his family 
for decades). He would celebrate his 12th year of sobriety 
the next day.  Seven years ago, befriended by Tilden Baptist 
Church Pastor Jim Ferguson, he became a Christian.

“I wanted to buy another ranch, partly to make up for 
having lost the two I inherited,” he explained.  “Finding this 
place last May was a miracle in itself, no one sells land in Mc-
Mullen County.  But I haven’t told anyone – not even my wife 
– my whole dream, I asked God to give me the opportunity 
to provide a place for Majestic Outdoors Ministries to work 
with fatherless teenagers, for ministers who need a place for 
rest and restoration, for youth groups who need a place for a 
retreat or prayer emphasis.”

He repeated, “Thank you for helping start it all by being 
God’s warriors, God’s laborers this weekend. You and your 
families and friends are welcome to use it anytime.”

“Everyone in McMullen County will tell you Jim Teal is 
one of the kindest men you’ll ever meet,” said Garduño, a BUA 
alumnus and former president of BUA’s JDLC Missions Society. 
“This ranch retreat is just another way to love on folks.”

You’ll get no argument from the students.  “This weekend 
was awesome,” was the consensus mantra.

“We all need to come back 10 years from now and sit 
around this fire pit and share what God has done in our lives,” 
Jay Martinez said. And everyone said, “Amen.”

BUA students overhaul hunting cabin for ministry
By Craig Bird, Asst. Professor of English, Communications & Missions

Inside and Outside reflections show work was done inside and outside.McMullen County Judge Jim Teal tells his inspiring story.

BUA students and sponsors removed the walls of a cabin to create a place 
for youth, ministers and others to commune with God.

Photos by Craig Bird
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ALUMNI
NEWS

ALUMNI – Where are they now?

Deborah Blake, Graduated 
2012 in Business Leadership

Director of Student Services at 
Dallas Baptist University (DBU). She 
oversees student life campus events 
and greek life. She is working on her 
Master’s in a dual program in Global 
Leadership with a concentration in 
international business.

What would you say BUA best prepared you for?
BUA was influential in me having a heart for the 

international student.  Because of my involvement 
with international students at BUA in its cross-cultural 
setting, I was able to co-exist with students from differ-
ent countries.  In coming to DBU, I was able to see the 
separation of internationals from the DBU student pop-
ulace and I wanted to reach out to them to bring them 
together.  My first job at DBU was as an international 
student coordinator. 

Rolando Aguirre, Graduated 2005
Pastor since 2008 at Calvary en Espanol (part of Cal-

vary Baptist Church) in McAllen, TX. 
Married to Janet and has 2 chil-

dren, Celena, 8, and David, 5.
What would you say BUA best 

prepared you for?
Biblical knowledge, leadership 

development and global con-
text.  BUA is unique in the way it 
prepares students. The university 
has well-trained professors and a 
Hispanic context environment which allows for learning 
a diversity of Hispanic views and heritages.  This has al-
lowed me to effectively convey Christ to other cultures.  

Gabriel Flores, Graduated 2010
Pastor of Ministries for 4 years at First Baptist Church 

in San Isidro., Case Manager, Buckner 
International

Married to Lourdes with 2 kids, 
Gabriel, 4, and Luna, 2.

 What would you say BUA best 
prepared you for?

Awareness.   I recall my professors, 
like Dr. Joe Rangel and Dr. Nora Loza-
no, teaching us to put on the lenses of 
other cultures, which has helped me 
as I work with various mission groups.  I have served as a 
bridge between the Anglos and Hispanics as I deal with 
families as a case manager for Buckner and as a pastor. 

For the last 68 years, Baptist University of the Américas has been 
producing servant leaders.  We are grateful that God has bestowed 
such an honor to this institution.

Anyra Cano, Graduated 2005. Earned Master’s Degree in Global 
Leadership from DBU.

Youth Minister, Iglesia 
Bautista Victoria en Cristo in 
Fort Worth, TX, and Advocacy 
Outreach Specialist- Texas, 
Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship. Some of her youth have 
enrolled at BUA, and one has 
graduated. She is now a BUA 
adjunct professor at the Fort 
Worth extension where 4 of 
the 6 students she teaches are 
members of the church she 
attends.  

Married Carlos Valencia, 
a 2006 BUA alumnus and Pastor of church where she serves.

What would you say BUA best prepared you for?
BUA best prepared me to be a servant leader in cross-cultural 

settings.  BUA’s staff and faculty portrayed this in how they served 
their students that came from all walks of life and from our professors’ 
teachings.  The professors did a great job of always pushing us to 
think how to apply what we were learning in cross-cultural settings.

During my last semester, I began working for Buckner Inter-
national coordinating and leading mission teams to Guatemala 
and Peru.   What I had learned at BUA trained me to effectively do 
my work of leading many groups to Guatemala.  I also worked for 
International Adoptions helping find forever families for children in 
countries like Russia, Guatemala, Honduras, Colombia and Ethiopia.  
Here I was, working with governmental leaders and staff in those 
countries. I had to remember that each country, each leader, came 
from a different cultural context and I needed to learn how I could 
best serve them in their context.  

For the past 7 ½ years, my husband and I have been in Ft. Worth, 
where he serves as Senior Pastor and I serve as Youth Minister. We 
have ministered to many 1st generation Hispanics and their children.  
Although we are both Hispanic, the people we serve are different 
from us and therefore, it hasn’t always been easy.  We walked into a 
culture of immigrant families who believed they were here just to 
work hard and taught their children the same.  Education was not a 
part of their culture.  

Gradually, we have taught our people to be a culture that values 
education.  We have seen many parents receive their GEDs, some are 
in school learning ESL and some of them are now B.A. students of 
BUA (just recently, BUA began a pilot extension program in Ft. Worth).  
Our teens are graduating high school and going off to college.  

BUA taught me that one can impact another’s culture when he/
she is a servant-leader who is willing to work within other cultural 
contexts.  

What I love most about BUA is their authentic love for their stu-
dents; they are committed to find the resources their students need.

Footnote:  Anyra’s younger sister, Maridol Cano, is currently a BUA 
student in the business leadership degree program.

By Rhoda Ortiz Vance, Director of Community Relations
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BUA hosted its 6th Annual Joe 
Jimenez Texas Baptist Golf Fellowship 
at the beautiful Hyatt Hill Country Golf 
Resort on Friday, Sept. 18, with 88 golf-
ers present.  “Every year we look forward 
to hosting this event as we are able 
to fellowship with pastors and friends 
while helping raise scholarships for our 
students,” said President René Maciel.  

This tournament was named after 
the American professional golfer Joe 
Jimenez, who was of Mexican-American 
descent and a Texan.  Jimenez realized 
his dream on the professional golf tour.  

Victor Gonzales was denied his 
dream of a theological education.  But 
because Jimenez married Gonzales’ 
daughter Lydia, those two dreams 
melded at Baptist University of the 
Américas in a gift of $100,000 back 
in 2009.  His father-in-law, Victor, was 
self-educated and called to preach but 
there was no place that would accept 
him.  When he moved to San Antonio, 
he met other pastors dreaming of a 
seminary to train pastors and mission-
aries for Spanish-speaking churches.  
It was not surprising that he would 
become one of the first trustees when 
the school was organized in 1947.  His 
favorite saying was, “We need to pre-
pare them to go and preach the gospel 
and do it well, the way God intended.”

“That is our mission, to not deny 
those students that have a dream of a 
higher education with a Christian em-
phasis in order to prepare toward king-

REACHING THE COMMUNITY
By Rhoda Ortiz Vance, Director 
of Community Relations

Joe Jimenez Texas Baptist Golf Fellowship
uses fun to raise scholarship funds

Eran las 7 de la mañana y el cielo ya 
dibujaba una estrella... Todo parecía dar 
a entender el favor de Dios para con no-
sotros en ese día. Llegaron los jugadores 
al campo de golf, jugando no para sí, 
sino para ellos…, para los estudiantes de 
BUA!  

El presidente de BUA René Maciel, 
como buen estratega, estaba pendiente 
de todo, hasta orientando a las perso-

Torneo de Golf  recaudó fondos para becas estudiantiles

BUA President René Maciel, center, congratulates the first-place team, from left, Grear Howard, Delvin 
Atchison, Maciel, Brett Holmes and Curtis Lucas of Truett Seminary’s team.

Photos by Santiago Rubiano

dom work in and outside of the church 
walls,” said President Maciel.  “That is the 
reason we annually host this fellowship, 
to let our churches, pastors, friends and 
donors know that we continue to heed 
the call of the harvest being plentiful 
and the workers few.”

“We are also thankful to friends that 
come alongside us to make this possi-
ble, friends like President Nick Holguin 
with the Baptist Credit Union for being 

nas a su llegada para el registro. Estaba 
también dando un afectuoso saludo a 
sus amigos. Estrechando la mano, dando 
gracias por anticipado, por el apoyo in-
condicional de organizaciones, pastores, 
líderes de iglesias, líderes de empresas, 
pero ante todo Amigos de BUA!  A los 
pocos minutos se vio un destello claro y 
luminoso, era el hermano Teo Cisneros 
nuestro Vice Presidente de Desarrollo, 

que se acercaba con su camisa amaril-
la…, aunque existen más de 100 tona-
lidades de amarillo, el Hno. Cisneros 
brillaba no solo por el tono de su camisa, 
sino por ser parte fundamental en el de-
sarrollo de este evento, que posibilitará 
el logro de muchos sueños.  

BUA abre las puertas a todas las na-
ciones. Donde a pesar de existir muchos 
lenguajes, y muchas culturas, se acoge, 

(Continued on Page 9)

our title sponsor for the last three years,” 
added President Maciel.  The first-place 
winning team was Truett Seminary, sec-
ond place was President Maciel’s team 
and third place was Shearer Hills Baptist 
Church.  

Next year’s event will be held on 
Friday, Sept. 16, at The Dominion Coun-
try Club in San Antonio.  All are invited 
to attend.  Please visit www.bua.edu/
golf2016 to register and learn more. 

By Javier Vargas, BUA Student
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Here are a few testimonials explaining why these golfers support BUA:
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NEWSLETTER EDITORS: Ginger Hall Carnes & Rhoda Ortiz Vance. CONTRIBUTORS: Craig Bird, Teo 
Cisneros, Linda Cross, Luis Juarez, Santiago Rubiano, and Javier Vargas.

BUA Vice Presidente de Desarrollo Teo Cisneros, izquierda, con su camisa brillante, con Jim Sigmon y 
su equipo representando Scepter Energy.  [BUA Vice President for Development Teo Cisneros, left, in his 
bright yellow shirt, greets Jim Sigmon’s team representing Scepter Energy.]

y recibe con un afecto especial fraternal 
a hombres y mujeres que traen consigo 
algo en común, los sueños, las ilusiones, 
y las ganas de salir adelante. Sueños de 
prepararse con las mejores herramientas, 
para impactar sus naciones, pero princi-
palmente sus vidas.

El Hno. Teo comentó, “Su partici-
pación en el torneo hizo posible un total 
de casi $10,000 dólares que serán desig-
nados para becas estudiantiles. Muchos 
de nuestros estudiantes vienen de un 
trasfondo económico limitado y estas 
becas son de una gran bendición. 

“Para algunos, esta ayuda financiera 
será la única forma de poder continuar 
sus estudios. ¡Gracias por hacer posible el 
sueño de estos jóvenes!”

Torneo de Golf
(Continued from Page 8)

Sonny Melendrez, Keynote Inspi-
rational Speaker:  The diversity of BUA 
goes far beyond 
the degrees of-
fered because at 
BUA, every single 
student has the 
ability and pas-
sion to change 
the world.  It’s 
all about help-
ing people and 
about changing 
people for the better; living in a better 
world because we are all in this togeth-
er.

Nick Holguin, President of Bap-
tist Credit Union:  We support BUA 
because we 
believe in your 
ministry and as 
a sister Baptist 
organization in 
Texas, we also 
believe in sup-
porting other 
Baptist institu-
tions. So, kudos 
to you, y’all are doing an awesome job!

Jim Sigmon, Scepter Energy:  I’ve 
been in San Antonio for 39 years and 
one day my pastor told me about a 

school that was putting out the most 
Hispanic pastors and that school was 
BUA and it was 
right here in San 
Antonio and 
I didn’t even 
know that. Ever 
since then, I 
have been a sup-
porter because I 
believe we need 
more Hispanic pastors and missionar-
ies. The advantage of knowing about 
BUA is that we were able to share this 
with a friend from Moldova who was 
helping a young man from Moldova 
who could not speak a word of English 
and was looking for a place to put him 
and teach him some English.  I told him 
that BUA had that program and it was 
something we were excited about and 
he is doing super there.  We have sup-

ported BUA in lots of way and we hope 
you can support them too.

Sergio Ramos, Director of Exec-
utive Initiatives at Buckner Interna-
tional: BUA se 
enfoca no sólo 
en el liderazgo 
académico, 
sino en el 
énfasis inten-
cional de las 
necesidades 
espirituales de 
los hispanos. 
He apoyado a 
BUA a lo largo 
de los años porque he visto personal-
mente cómo el Señor ha usado esta 
institución para levantar líderes que 
han impactado no sólo a Texas, sino a 
los Estados Unidos y a toda América 
Latina.
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The African American Fellowship, with the coordination 
of Dr. Ira Antoine, hosted its 10th Annual Black Preaching 
Conference at Baptist University of the Américas on Sept. 1-2. 

The conference speakers were:  Lecturer - Dr. Kenyatta 
Gilbert, Associate Professor of Homiletics, Howard University 
School of Divinity in Washington, D.C.; Preacher – Dr. Marcus 
Cosby, Senior Pastor of Wheeler Avenue Baptist church in 
Houston, TX; and Preacher – Rev. Delvin Atchison of Antioch 
Missionary Baptist Church in Waco, TX, and just named Direc-
tor of Great Commission for the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas (BGCT).  This year, six workshops were also included.

Dr. Gilbert’s first topic, “We Wear the Masks: The Faces 
of the Black Preacher,” focused on the social and functional 

identity of the Black preacher.  His second topic, “From King 
to Common: Prophetic Preaching and the Postmodern Gener-
ation,” focused on the nature of prophetic preaching and the 
challenges confronting our present generation.

Rev. Delvin Atchison hosted a workshop, “Illustrations: 
Nailing It To The Now,” sharing sources of illustrations for ef-
fective preaching.  He also preached throughout this confer-
ence, emphasizing the need of speaking to the brokenness of 
people.

On Tuesday morning, Dr. Cosby preached during BUA’s 
Chapel and it was at full capacity.  Vanessa Allen from Grace 
First Baptist Church in San Antonio provided the inspirational 
worship music for this conference.  

“The Black Preaching Conference offers the preacher an 
opportunity to be equipped for preach-
ing and engaged in scholastic training 
while being encouraged in their person-
al ministry,” said Antoine.

“We are always honored to host the 
BPC and to partner with these preach-
ers.  These speakers bring an element 
of excitement with their preaching 
and teachings, and our students get 
to experience another heritage in this 
already diverse cross-cultural school,” 
said President René Maciel.

The African American Fellowship 
will soon be announcing the date for 
next year’s event.  Please visit us at 
www.bua.edu/bpc2016 for upcoming 
information.

Black Preaching culture welcomed at BUA
By Rhoda Ortiz Vance, Director of Community Relations

The Chapel Service was standing room only to hear Dr. Marcus Cosby, who pastors Wheeler Avenue 
Baptist Church in Houston, which has nearly 13,000 members and four worship services.

Dr. Nora Lozano invites everyone to bookmark her 
column, which runs monthly in the Baptist News Global. 
Dr. Lozano is Professor of Theological Studies and Direc-
tor of the Latina Leadership Institute at BUA.

She has addressed the following: immigration, 
diverse cultural traditions, belonging to a group, and 
other wide-ranging topics. You can find her current and 
past columns at:

https://baptistnews.com/news/itemlist/us-
er/3659-noralozano

and you can comment on them online!
BUA also places links on the BUA Facebook page each month.

Professor Lozano now online columnist
Nov. 8-10 2015 Texas Baptists Annual 

Meeting, Frisco. Visit www.
texasbaptists.org

Jan. 25 Classes begin at new campus.
Feb. 2 First Chapel Service for Spring 

Semester. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 11 a.m.

April 1-2 Rudy Sanchez Preaching 
Conference

May 21 Commencement, Trinity Baptist 
Church, 10 a.m.

2015-16 EVENTS

Did You Know Chapel Podcasts Are Now Available?
Visit www.bua.edu/student-life/chapel 

to hear chapel speakers.



11

Los días 5 y 6 de octubre nuestra 
universidad auspició las Conferencias 
de Ética Cristiana T.B. Maston en un ciclo 
de tres presentaciones con el tema: 
“Conversación Transcultural sobre Rela-
ciones Raciales.”

La primera conferencia fue ofre-
cida por el Dr. Bill Tillman, Director de 
Teología y Educación de la Convención 
General Bautista de Texas.  El Dr. Tillman 
se centró en el personaje literario de Rip 
Van Winkle para enfatizar que no debe-
mos nunca olvidar ni nuestro pasado ni 
el momento histórico en que vivimos, 
sino que debemos ser participantes 
activos en la transformación de nuestras 
comunidades.  Sólo de esa manera po-
dremos trascender nuestros prejuicios 
raciales. 

La segunda conferencia estuvo a 
cargo de la abogada Kathryn Freman, 
Directora de Política Pública de la 
Comisión de Vida Cristiana de la Con-
vención General Bautista de Texas.  A 
partir de la historia del buen samarita-
no, la abogada conminó a la audiencia a 
considerar en primer lugar a los demás 
como nuestros vecinos y no como 
personas de tal o cual grupo racial.  Es 
la actitud de ser buen vecino lo que nos 
ayuda a combatir las actitudes racistas y 
prejuiciosas.  

La tercera conferencia corrió a cargo 
del Dr. Albert Reyes, exrector de nuestra 
universidad y hoy día Director Ejecutivo 
de Buckner International.  El Dr. Reyes 
disertó sobre la imagen de Dios en 
todos los seres humanos --una de las 
doctrinas cristianas fundamentales-- y 
sobre la misión de Dios en la tierra, 
que consiste en redimir a las tribus de 
toda lengua y nación con el mensaje de 
salvación en Cristo Jesús.  Imago Dei y 
Missio Dei constituyen llamados de Dios 
a convertirnos en agentes de redención 
en este mundo.  Quienes acepten ese 
llamado y vivan “a la manera de Jesús” 
podrán superar los estándares sociales 
de discriminación y prejuicio racial.

By Dr. Jesús Romero, Professor of Spanish & 
Chair of the Department of Modern Languages

Speakers shared their insights on race relations during a panel discussion. From left, Dr. F. Marconi 
Monteiro, BUA’s Vice President for Academic Affairs who organized the event; Dr. Bill Tillman 
Jr., Director of Theological Education for the BGCT; Dr. Albert Reyes, President & CEO of Buckner 
International and a former BUA President; and Kathryn Freeman, Director of Public Policy for the 
Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission.

3 conferencias enfocadas
en relaciones raciales, 

mensajes bíblicos 

T.B. Maston Symposium on Christian Ethics explores race relations
The T.B. Maston Foundation Lectureship in Christian Ethics is given annually at different Texas 
Baptist institutions of higher education and always focuses on Christian ethics. The mission of the 
foundation is to promote the legacy of Dr. Thomas Buford Maston, Christian ethicist, author and 
lifelong advocate for the deeper understanding and application of the teachings of Jesus.

Lectures, discussion sessions highlight 
Christianity’s response to race situations

There were plenty of seats at the table at BUA Oct. 5-6 when the discussion was 
about the Christian ethics of race relations.

The university’s inaugural T.B. Maston Symposium offered presentation and 
workshops by Dr. Bill Tillman, director of theological education for the BGCT on “Do-
ing Ethics from the Shadows;” Kathryn Freeman, director of public policy for the Texas 
Baptist Christian Life Commission on “God’s Call to do Justice in the Day of Trayvon 
Martin and Black Lives Matter;” and Dr. Albert Reyes, president of Buckner Interna-
tional and former President of BUA, on “The Jesus Agenda and the Samaritan Factor: 
Incarnational Race Relations.”

The trio also shared a panel discussion fielding questions from attendees. 
Tillman, an ethics professor, warned against Texas Baptists channeling Rip Van 

Winkle and sleeping in their churches unaware of the cultural changes around them 
and unable to recognize or describe the overt racism in American society and what it 
is doing to whom.

Freeman urged Texas Baptists to get to know people of other races and cultures 
because “how can we be reconciled if we don’t know one another?”  She challenged 
Christians to be willing to be uncomfortable and to work to make sure that people 
stop being beaten up on the Jericho Road and not just complain because they had to 
travel that road.” 

Reyes told of a California childhood with white and black friends and his sadness 
at looking across so many congregations of one race and culture.  “It doesn’t feel 
right if all ethnic groups are part of the body, if I have to ask, ‘where is Eddie, where is 
David?’”

“We can’t be who we say we are and look at others in ways that diminish their 
humanity,” he stressed. “The Biblical model of ethnic relations in Acts was when the 
group in power – the Hebrew speaking believers – voluntarily shared power, control 
and resources with those who didn’t have them – the Greek speaking believers.”  That 
only works, he said, “in the realm of God’s grace.”

By Craig Bird, Asst. Professor of English, Communications & Missions
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On Friday, Oct. 23, BUA celebrated its 
last Founders Day on its current location. 
Chapel was at full capacity as alumni, 
guests, students, faculty and staff were 
present.  

Since 1965, BUA has called home 
eight red-colored brick buildings sur-
rounded by an iron fence.  When the 
school transitioned from a seminary to a 
university 10 years ago, it began to cele-
brate Founders Day, a day to remember 
its founders, its past, and its memories.  

The speaker this year was Mary Ran-
jel, Vice President for Student Services & 
Enrollment Management, and an employ-
ee of BUA for the last 39 years.  

Two former presidents were in atten-
dance:  Dr. Daniel Rivera (1976-88) and 
Dr. Omar Pachecano (1993-99). President 
René Maciel thanked them for their 
service and presented them medallions 
along with honorary alumnus certificates. 

“These great Hispanic Texas Baptist 
men have left a wonderful legacy for this 
school and I am both honored and hum-
bled to follow in their footsteps,” President 
Maciel said.  “This is bittersweet for us.  We 
will miss the place we have called home 
for 50 years, but we are excited about the 
new journey God has planned for us at 
our new site – a place that will give us the 
opportunity to grow and hold our grow-
ing class of students.”

Chapel was topped off by a luncheon 
cooked by Dolores Ximenez, who former-
ly served as school cook for 20 years.  

Next year, Founders Day will be held 
in BUA’s new home.  Please visit us at 
www.bua.edu/foundersday2016 for more 
information.

FINAL FOUNDERS DAY
AT CURRENT CAMPUS

By Rhoda Ortiz Vance, Director 
of Community Relations

The Campaign is off to a great 
beginning as many donors who made 
commitments to the Changing Our 
World Campaign have rolled their 
commitments into the  “A New Jour-
ney” Campaign.  This new three-year 
$5 million Campaign is gearing up now 
to provide current and new donors an 
opportunity to invest in the new BUA 
Campus and in the lives of students for 
years to come.  

This Barlite Building purchase will 
support and aid BUA’s strategic goals 
as follows:

a. First, in Strategic Initiative 1, this 
building will allow the Univer-
sity to accommodate growth 
for the next 7-10 years, as well 
as to help recruit new students 
as new curricular offerings are 
begun.

b. Second, In Strategic Initiative 2, 
with the whole campus occu-
pying one building, it will give 
BUA a wonderful opportunity to 
develop all students holistically.  
The Barlite Building is such an 
aesthetically designed building 
that enrollment should increase 
immediately.

c. Third, In Strategic Initiative 3, 
expanding the University’s do-
nor base systemically is a strong 
priority, and this purchase gives 
BUA more time to build the do-
nor base, especially in San Anto-
nio.  This Initiative also expects 
a communication plan to be 
developed, and this purchase 

can come with a strong Public 
Relations explosion needed for 
the “A New Journey” Campaign. 

d. Fourth, Strategic Initiative 4 
insists on establishing partner-
ships with the community, and 
even closer partnerships than 
what they are now with South-
west General Hospital right 
next door, and South San High 
School.

Please join us in making the Cam-
paign an exciting and successful ven-
ture.  Your participation is vital, and 
many individuals will be enlisted to 
serve in leadership roles in the Cam-
paign.  For more information on how to 
support and be part of this campaign, 
please contact the Development Office 
at 210-924-4338, ext. 343, or develop-
ment.assistant@bua.edu or contact Teo 
Cisneros, V.P. for Development, 210-625-
1007, mobile.

‘A New Journey’ Campaign
Babs Baugh, Chair

BUA President René Maciel and former BUA 
presidents thank former school cook Dolores 
Ximenez for  her 20 years of service.  From left, 
Dr. Daniel Rivera, Maciel, Ximenez, and Dr. Omar 
Pachecano.

By Teo Cisneros, Vice President for Development


