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BUA, celebrating 70 years
of modern day miracles
and embedded hope
by Rhoda Ortiz Vance
continuation from page 5

changing the world and I get to be a
part of that.”
Cisneros also recognized a longtime supporter, Babs Baugh and her
family, and recalled the memory of
her father, John Baugh, who loved
the school, believed in its vision,
and gifted BUA with a large parcel
of land to house student residential
living and eventually the future BUA

campus. A standing ovation followed.
Dr. Moises Rodriguez, BUA Acting
President, and Cisneros presented
awards to Donald and Charlene
Thompson as “Volunteers of the Year,”
First Baptist Church S.A. as “Church of
the Year” and Gene and Mary Duane
Dawson as “Friend Raisers of the Year.”
The celebration continued by
recognizing a student from BUA's first
class, Guillermo Willie Garza (1947)
and two students from the second
class, Jesusita Dominguez and
Santiago Garcia, Jr. (1948)
Dr. Marconi Monteiro, Vice
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President for Academic Affairs, prayed
a blessing over the 2017 graduating
class: 18 students with a B.A. in Biblical/
Theological Studies, 8 with a B.A. in
Business Leadership, 5
with a B.A. in Spanish
Language
and
Literature, 3 with a B.A.
in Human Behavior, 2
with a B.A. in Music and
5 with an A.A. in Crosscultural Studies.
“From the faculty to
staff to executive team,
we want to glorify God
for what he has done
these last 70 years
BUA dinner guests
and for what He will
continue to do,” Dr. Rodriguez shared
as closing words.
Dr. Les Hollon, Senior Pastor of
Trinity Baptist Church, in his closing
prayer thanked God not only for “how
different but the same” the last 70 years
have transpired but “how different but
the same” it will be in 2087, the next
70 years. Hollon continued, “Lord, you
have a seat of shaping the future and
have called, formed, fashioned and
shaped the year of 2087. Students
will be vibrantly used, bridging all the
Américas into one. Painful divides of
the past will help bring healing by way

BUA and 70 years of rich history!

BUA
of BUA.
” Mission Statement

The mission of Baptist University of the
Américas, as an institution of higher education, is the formation of cross-cultural Christian leaders from the Hispanic context.
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By Moisés Rodríguez, Acting President

M

any are anticipating the appointment of our next president since
its vacancy on October 2016. According to BUA Board of Trustees Chair, Van
Christian, "The presidential search com-

During a San Antonio Baptist
Associational (SABA) executive board
meeting, T. F. Hoffman recommended
that the Executive Board (1) propose
at the annual SABA meeting the
incorporation of a Baptist Training
School for Mexican workers; (2) that
a Board of Directors be appointed
and; (3) that said Board contact the
State Board to secure pledges for
financial support and report to the
annual meeting in October 1947.
Following the meeting, the San
Antonio Mexican Association too

Instituto Bíblico Bautista

mittee is making excellent progress in
the process of naming a new president.
We are hopeful that we will have a new
president in place for the start of the fall
semester."
I have been honored to oversee
this wonderful University as acting
president for the past few months
and to reflect on its rich history as it
celebrates 70 years of existence. Please
allow me to share her journey.
The year was 1947, much evangelistic
work was needed amongst the growing
population of Mexican and MexicanAmerican communities in most of Texas
and in particularly in San Antonio. With
only a handful of Baptist Churches, the
demand was great and urgent.
Discussion arose amongst several
San Antonio Baptist Association (SABA)
pastors and denominational workers.

Baugh Building

their annual meeting when a motion
was made to establish a Mexican
Training School to be directed by
Paul J. Siebenmann, missionary to the
Mexicans of San Antonio.
Seventy years later, BUA, with some
institutional name changes and
hundreds of trained leaders, whether
through our Bible institutes or our
four-year University, has impacted the
United States and the world.
One can find our alumni impacting
educational
institutions,
social
service institutions, denominational
institutions, religious institutions and
health care institutions. God had a
purpose for Baptist University of the
Américas seventy years ago, and still
does. A Dio Sea La Gloria!

Eula Mae Henderson Chapel

action on establishing the Mexican
Training School and appointed
Victor Gonzales, Matias Garcia and
Joshua Grijalva as directors of the
study committee.
In September 1947, the Annual
Association approved the school and
elected its representatives for the
permanent committee. In October
1947, SABA was in its second day of

Online Classes
Now Available @ BUA

www.bua.edu/online
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CONNECT WITH BUA
• Bookmark the
BUA website at
www.bua.edu
and visit often.
• LIKE the BUA
Facebook page at
Baptist University of
the Américas.
• As you see BUA
items appear on
your Facebook
newsfeed, SHARE
the item so your
Facebook Friends
learn about BUA.
• Invite a BUA speaker
to your church to
share the BUA story.
• Become an Amigo
Donor by sending a
monthly gift.
• Do research at
BUA’s Library,
which is open to
the public. Retiring
pastors donate their
libraries to BUA, so
many theological
books are available
for review.
• Visit the campus
and schedule a
tour by calling
Admissions at
210.924.4338, ext.
229.
• Visit Acentos - Our
brand new café at
the BUA campus
open for the whole
community.
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They marched in one-by-one, walking toward
a reality that once was just a dream.
by Rhoda Ortiz Vance

By Marconi Monteiro

“Teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.” (Psalm 90:12).

O

n
Saturday,
May 20th, BUA
graduates were able
to enjoy the benefits
of their sacrifice and
hard work as they
marched their victory
journey down the
aisles of Trinity Baptist
Church’s
sanctuary.
As always, ‘familia’
filled the pews as they
carried bouquets of
flowers, balloons and
cameras to record the milestone in their
grad’s life.
For many, this was their first
generational family member to
receive such a prestigious degree. Dr.
Moisés Rodríguez, Acting President,
welcomed the graduates with words
of congratulatations as they embarked
on their next journey. Dr. Van Christian,
Chair of the BUA Board of Trustees, read
from Psalm 103:1-5 and invoked God’s
blessings upon them through prayer.
Music program chair Maria Monteiro’s
meticulous coordination of the exercises
touched the hearts of the attendees.
Whether through careful selection of
instrumental music presented by Daniel
Paquot (a BUA alumnus and music
teaching assistant), the congregational
songs or the BUA choir, music infused
the room and built momentum as

Celebrating 70 Years of Academic Excellence
in Ministry Formation

W

Marconi Monteiro

Commencements Exercises

graduates anticipated crossing the stage.
Dr. Leslie Hollon, senior pastor of Trinity BC
and commencement speaker, eloquently spoke
of ‘Love.’ He shared, “Life is about love and love is
about relationships and how God who loved us
so much, gave us himself because of love and all
that believe in Him will not perish but have ever
lasting life. Love is the essence of all we are and
what we do.” Hollon continued, “God created
within the DNA of existence, faith, hope, and
love, the three eternals that last forever, the
greatest of these, love.” He then asked, “What
is love? Love is a field, a discipline, a thought.
Love is working with one’s very best so that the
very best of God can be experienced in another
person’s life.”
Dr. Marconi Monteiro, Vice President of
Academic Affairs, with tears in his eyes, an
attribute he is known for, smiled with glee as
he announced the names of the graduates. Dr.
Moisés Rodríguez
handed
each
graduate his or her
diploma as the chairs
of the different
programs
and
degrees made their
way to the stage to
congratulate them
also.
We cannot leave
out the dedicated
names of those
who, for four years,
worked hard to
Graduating Class of 2017

e
are
blessed
with a historical
perspective
as
human beings. We
can look back as
we live today and
proceed
toward

tomorrow.
As we celebrate our 70 years of
history, we look back with gratitude
for all that God has done for us. Since
1947, when we were first established as
the Mexican Baptist Bible Institute, we
have graduated over 1,600 men and
women, the majority of them to work
in church ministry.
It is a past that demonstrates God’s
faithfulness to us and our commitment
to obey his commandment to “go and
make disciples,” but with a special
focus on “the least of these.” We have
understood the thirst of the Hispanic
population for education and for
theological education. We have heard
the cry of our communities and
responded with creativity and vision so
that our graduates could go and make
an impact on those communities over
the years.
Our way of fulfilling our mission
has adapted to the needs and the
characteristics of our context. For
many years, we could accomplish that
mission by teaching solely in Spanish
and offering only certificate programs.
However, the needs of our society and
of our community have challenged
us and we have sought and received
accreditation the Association for
Christian Higher Education to offer
undergraduate degrees. We started
offering our educational program

in biblical and
theological studies
in
English
in
2002. Since 2003,
we have offered
bachelor degrees
thus
providing
the
necessary
formation
for
our
students
and
opening
direct opportunities for their further
development. We also expanded
our degree offerings so that ministry
preparation would be available also for
those who were called to serve Christ
in their communities beyond the local
church.
In all these changes, one thing has
remained: our commitment to obeying
the call of Christ in preparing His
disciples for service in the world.
Since our beginning we have remained
true to the mission of transforming
individuals and transforming our world.
Our students have graduated and have
answered the call to serve Christ in
churches, in denominational agencies,
on the mission field, in schools, and in
the business world.
Over sixty percent of our graduates
since 2003 serve in church-related
ministries. Over one-third of the
graduates have continued their studies
to attain master’s degrees and doctoral
degrees at seminaries and universities
around the nation.
In addition, we have adapted to serve
a growing multicultural community that
surrounds us. Thus, since 2003, we have
been serving, too, students from diverse
cultural backgrounds such AfricanAmerican, Anglo-American, European,

Students at Acentos (BUA coffeee shop)

Asian, and African. While our primary
perspective continues to be from the
Hispanic context, faculty members
are always inclusive of other cultural
perspectives. This diverse educational
approach has enriched the life of our
community.
We are grateful that many of our
graduates are assuming leadership
positions in the denomination and in
the workplace. These individuals go
out as representatives of Jesus Christ,
leading with a servant’s heart, and
bringing to their ministry the values
they shared at BUA as they continue
their journey being formed “from the
Hispanic context [as] cross-cultural
Christian leaders.”
As we celebrate our seventieth
anniversary and move into the future,
we accept with humility and boldness
the challenge of academic excellence
under a serious commitment to the
study of the Scriptures, to the needs
of our local congregations, and to
the cry of a world that demands our
obedience to the Great Commission.
We, Baptist University of the Américas,
an institution of Christian higher
education, look forward to the future
that the Lord has prepared for us!

BUA San Antonio - Costs Per Semester*

BUA Extension Site at DFW

Housing .................................................$ 1,250
ESL Classes open to all ........................$ 2,860
* Subject to change (based on 12 hours).
More informations - www.bua.edu/admissions

Iglesia Bautista Victoria en Cristo | 3812 Galvez Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76111 | Phone 210.887.4118
www.bua.edu/dfw

Tuition, Fees & Books ..........................$ 3,270

6 CULTURAS

3 CULTURAS

BBIs graduate 126 students

Why Choose the Spanish Language
& Literature Program at BUA

T

T

he Baptist Bible Institute (BBI) of Baptist University of the
Américas offers a certificate and diploma program with a
purpose to offer ministry training to bi-vocational leaders. This
program has proven over the decades to be effective to equip
pastors and lay leaders.

he B.A. in Spanish Language and Literature at BUA is a multi-track program that takes our students
on an exploration trip of the rich history, culture and literature of the Spanish-speaking world. It was
one of the most popular programs in 2016 within BUA, according to the College Choice Rankings for Best
Texas Colleges. I can think of three reasons why you should choose our program:

1

Because we teach courses that will inspire and challenge you, and we teach them
from a Christian perspective

2

Because of the many ways in which it will make you culturally and linguistically competent in Spanish

You will develop an excellent command of Spanish through intensive practice in listening, speaking, reading and writing
skills. Additionally, if you are inclined to writing fiction in Spanish, you will be able to publish in the student literary journal
Diván. You will have the opportunity to engage in university and community-wide activities, lecture series, film presentations
and literary events.

3

Because of how the program will further your professional career

Knowledge of the Spanish language and culture is an asset for those who work in professions like law enforcement,
nursing, business, tourism, the hospitality industry, social work, communications, entertainment and many others. Our program emphasizes preparation for the teaching profession at the elementary and secondary level. You can become a Spanish
teacher and work for the public system or for private schools. We offer concentrations in Hispanic Literature and Chican@
Studies to prepare you for graduate school. An additional concentration in Spanish Translation will enable you to develop
skills to translate professionally from English to Spanish.

BUA Alumni Association — A New Beginning

O

We are thankful and rejoice with the 126 students that graduated
this May 2017; 67 received a certificate in Biblical Studies, 39 in
Ministerial Studies and 20 in Theology.

Dr. Jesus Romero, Professor
of Spanish and Chair of the
Department of Modern
Languages

We expose you to Spanish, Hispanic-American and Mexican-American culture, linguistics and literature: from the jarchas mozárabes to the writers of the Spanish Civil War; from Aztec and Inca poetry to the
Postmodern novelists and filmmakers of the twenty-first century; from the history of the Spanish language
to the teaching of Spanish through hands-on experience in the classroom; from the sounds, morphology and syntax of the
language to the foundations of Spanish translation. And we do all of this from the perspective of the Christian faith.

in Austin, TX to recognize
Mexican
Baptist
Bible
Institute graduates (BUA’s
former name). The banquet
welcomed over 75 MBBI
graduates and guests. The
evening was filled with
laughter, memories and
worship. Many there had
Alumni dinner attendees not seen each other in more
than 30 years. The dinner affirmed the
n October 6, 2016, BUA alumni
significant impact BUA has had in Texas
gathered for dinner at the Bea
and beyond.
Mesquias Chapel, BUA’s new campus
In a continual effort to revive the
location. The meeting saw over 80 BUA
Alumni
Association, the appointment
alumni come together to Celebrate the
of
a
special
task force of BUA alumni,
Past and Embrace the Future of their
which
included
various age groups
beloved university. They also established
and representatives of Texas and the
a distinguished alumni awards ceremony
U.S., was established. This group of
and incorporating that into the dinner.
leaders conducted a thorough review
The 2016 recipients were Anyra Cano, Dr.
of the mission, vision and goals of the
Rolando Aguirre, and Rev. Manuel Rios.
association. In their May meeting, the
BUA also hosted an alumni banquet
task force voted to make changes to the

By Sandra Cisneros

by Luis Juárez
bylaws, and appointed a governing board
to lead the association, which will be
presented during the annual Convención
Bautista of Texas June 2017. Executive
board members are: President, Anyra
Cano; V.P. John Molina; Treasurer, Misty
Brennan; Secretary, Ruben Burguete;
Board members: Mel Keyes, Cesia Juárez,
Osman Pichóla, Javier Perez, Bridgette
Langford, Jeshuan Ramirez, and Maridol
Salazar; Liaison: Luis Juárez, Director of
Missions and Ministries.

Alumni Dinner

Continuing the Journey
FRIDAY | OCTOBER 6 | 6 P.M.
Bea Mesquias Chapel (BUA campus)
Event Ticket | $20 per person
RSVP by September 1st
210.924.4338
luis.juarez@bua.edu or daniela.garcia@bua.edu
www.bua.edu/alumni2017

Marconi Monteiro, Van Christian, Leslie Hollon, Moisés Rodríguez.

receive academic recognition. Cum Laude: Humberto Isaac
Estrada Tobias and Miriam Santos Orta; Magna Cum Laude:
Kellie Jean Meyer; Summa Cum Laude: Daniela Amaya,
Francisco Garcia Rodriguez, Deborah González and Eligio
Jesus Jimenez.
Recognition also went to Cesia Reyes, recipient of the
Alcides Guajardo Student Service Award and to Jimmy
Allen as recipient of the newly established Alfonso
Flores Academic Servant Leadership Award given by BBI.
Recognition was also given to Barry Tyler, Vice President of
Administration & Finances as “Employee of the Year” and as a
tie, Sophia Botello and Dr. Mario Ramos were acknowledged
as “Full-time Professors of the Year” while Charles Comer was
acknowledged as the recipient of the “Adjunct Professor of
the Year.”
As Dr. Mario Ramos, chair of Biblical/Theological Studies
closed the exercises with a prayer of benediction, a spirit of
love and elation left the room in grateful hearts.

A BBI extension center in Conroe, TX reported placing the following students in Texas Baptist Churches: 1) Silvestre Méndez
- Iglesia Bautista, Madisonville; 2) Charles Torres - Iglesia Bautista,
Huntsville; 3) Hugo Flores - Iglesia Bautista, Crockett; 4) Jose Lujan - Iglesia Libertad, Conroe; 5) Ciro Cárdenas - Iglesia Bautista,
Willis; 6) Jose Chacon - Iglesia Bautista, Conroe; 7) Jose Ismael
Mendoza - Iglesia Bautista, Splendora
Is God calling you into ministry? Are you feeling reluctant to respond because of your lack of Bible training? The Baptist Bible
Institute is the answer to your leadership needs. You can become
a student on our school campus, online or virtual classes. Contact
us at 210.924.4338, ext. 342 for more information.
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly
handles the word of truth.” - 2 Timothy 2:15

Affiliations and Accreditation
•
•
•

BUA is accredited by the Commission on
Accreditation of the Association for Biblical Higher
Education (ABHE).
BUA is authorized by the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board to offer Associate of Arts and
Bachelor of Arts degrees.
BUA is affiliated with Texas Baptists/Baptist
General Convention of Texas.
BBI Graduating Class of 2017
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BUA hosts T.B. Maston Symposium
on Christian Ethics
American Baptist Church and experienced the Holy Spirit at work in the
African-American culture,” but his spiritual and professional journey, though
always anchored in “Baptist,” expanded
his understanding of Christian community. As an Army chaplain’s assistant
he worked with Catholic, Disciples of
Christ and Episcopal ministers, he holds
theology degrees from an American
Marconi Monteiro, Carl Johnson, Stephen Reeves, Myles Werntz, Teo Cisneros
Baptist Seminary and a United Methaith and Politics-while building commuodist Seminary.
nity, applying theology and advocating
He said he witnessed discrimination “inside
in the arena--was the focus of Baptist Univerand outside the church” but Christian comsity of the Américas’ second annual T.B. Masmunity helped him live his life by the Golden
ton Symposium on Christian Ethics, April 4-5.
Rule—which he renamed the Gracious Rule.
Dr. Carl Johnson, a pastor for more than
“No one lives alone and no one really dies
50 years, shared “The Chronicle of an Afrialone,” he said. “You may choose to live by
can-American Male.” Dr. Myles Werntz, Assisyourself, but you don’t live alone.”
tant Professor of Christian Ethics and Practical
Werntz stressed that “we can’t break apart
Theology at Logsdon Seminary, Hardin-Simthe two great commandments to love God
mons University, asked “Who is My Neighand love our neighbor Jesus gave when anbor” with the input from three oft-quoted
swering the question 'who is my neighbor.'”
Protestant theologians. And Stephen Reeves,
For Augustine, to love one’s neighbor
associate coordinator of partnerships and admeans, in whatever we do, loving them tovocacy for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
ward Jesus Christ, the one who took on flesh
discussed “Practicing Advocacy in an Ethicalfor us. Loving our neighbor is not only for the
ly-Challenged Age.”
sake of the neighbor, though, but for the sake
The three also led small group workshops
of ourselves--in loving our neighbor, we are
where they discussed their topics in greater
joining in our own healing.
depth.
For Bonhoeffer, God is hidden in the folds
Johnson, grew up “in a Kansas City African

F

by Craig Bird

of the world’s suffering. Bonhoeffer adds a
caveat: that of danger, noting that the way of
loving our neighbor toward God is one fraught
with danger, unpredictability, and not a small
chance of illegality.
Barth adds we love our neighbor not in our
own strength or vision or carefully crafted policy, but because it is ultimately Christ who enables us to do so. It is the Spirit of Christ who
propels the church out in to the world, with
the strength to embrace the danger Bonhoeffer saw, and to love our neighbors toward their
ultimate end, as with Augustine.
Reeves, a longtime staffer with the Baptist
General Convention of Texas Christian Life
Commission and staff counsel for the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs before joining CBF, called for staying true to the Baptist
belief in separation of church and state while
being fully engaged in the political process on
behalf of the marginalized.
He urged the audience to have the courage to risk getting messy in political action on
behalf of those who have no one to speak for
them, but in ways that are both ethical and
IRS-legal.
He challenged us to “have conversations
with people who differ on tough political issues. Look in their eyes over a cup of coffee
and find that nugget of truth you both share.”

BUA students serving our community

BUA participates in Basura Bash
For the past two years, BUA has been intentional about
having a strong presence in San Antonio’s local community.
During the 2017 fall semester, the Jimenez-De La Cruz Missions
Society, a student organization under the missions program at
BUA, led several community service events with San Antonio’s
mayor and city councilmen. In February, 20 BUA students participated in the 23rd annual Basura Bash, led by Councilman
Rey Saldaña, an endeavor to help clean-up San Antonio’s rivers
and creeks. BUA was amongst the largest group of volunteers.

Good Friday at the PEARL
With God’s favor on our side, the city of San Antonio granted permission for a BUA student-led concert on Good Friday
at the Pearl, one of San Antonio’s best-known tourist attractions. Through worship songs that portrayed Christ’s sacrifice
for humanity on such a significant date, the heavily-trafficked
open-area brought many to hear the message and pray. Students were amazed at the number of people that welcomed
the message of Christ.

BUA, celebrating 70 years of modern day
miracles and embedded hope
by Rhoda Ortiz Vance

A

spirit of fellowship and gratitude
permeated the ballroom at Oak
Hills Country Club as Baptist University
of the Américas welcomed over 200
guests: friends, donors and prayer
warriors who supported its success
and growth since its inception 70 years
ago.
The evening began with an eloquent
prayer by Dr. Darrell Horn, Director of
Missions for the San Antonio Baptist
Association, followed by welcoming
words from BUA Vice President for
Student Services and Enrollment
Management, Mary Ranjel, a BUA
employee for the last 41 years.
She recognized the many stalwart
supporters who continue the dream
of educating students with a heart
for service, community and ministry.
Amongst the guests were Babs Baugh,
representatives of the Baptist General
Convention of Texas, Baptist Credit
Union, various Baptist churches,
alumni, students, faculty and staff.
BUA Vice President of Development,
Teo Cisneros, also recognized BUA
trustees and introduced the two guest
speakers for the night.
The first was a BUA alumnu, Ms.
Debora Blake who received her
B.A. in Business Leadership and a
minor in social work in 2012. She

received a Masters in
Global Leadership and
Business Administration
and International Business
from
Dallas Baptist
University. Ms. Blake credits
BUA faculty and staff
for serving as mentors,
instilling a foundation of
faith, embedding a sense
of hope, and providing
a place for the Latino
community to dream. She
Graduating Seniors
went on to say how BUA
and donors had helped shape this
young Latino immigrant woman to
no longer resist God’s calling, pursue
her dreams of higher education and
instill a forethought after graduation.
Ms. Blake now serves as Director of
Strategic Partnership for DBU.
Mrs. Maria Monteiro, BUA Chair of
the Music Degree Program shared
countless modern day miracles that
have occurred in the last 70 years
at BUA with one essential element
in each story, “Faith, there is no way
around it,” Monteiro said. A BUA
employee since 2003, she continued, “I
hope that these testimonies help you
see what an amazing community BUA
truly is. Some of you already know this,
but not everyone gets it."
Not naming the protagonists in her
stories she shared story after story: a
woman who learned how to read at

BUA Supporters and Patrick Ambrosini

BUA, enrolled as a student and after
she completed her studies, found
places of service in the community
always with missions in her heart;
or the man addicted to drugs and
alcohol but when God changed his
life, he enrolled at BUA, graduated
and now serves as a pastor or the
woman who was told by her high
school counselor, “You, college?
Who do you think you are?” But
BUA nurtured her gifts and talents,

Gene and Mary Duane Dawson , Moisés Rodríguez

and she went on to have a brilliant
academic career graduating from
BUA, finishing gratuate school and is
now a distinguished chaplain.
“Don’t get me wrong,” Monteiro
continued, “BUA is a university with
a mission statement, a strategic
plan, with hard working faculty and
students. We are an institution of
higher education but this does not
prevent us from making room for
God.”
Dr. Van Christian, Chair of the
BUA Board of Trustees, addressed
the crowd and in a humorous tone
shared, “I’m telling you the truth, the
rest of them lied, we could not have
survived without your support!”
Christian went on to say, “We are
all fortunate to be part of the BUA
family, now in a new building set for
the twenty-first century, an excellent
school that changes lives and is
...Continue at page 8

