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Great is Your Faithfulness
22

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV)

I

n the nine years that God has
allowed me to serve at BUA I
have seen that His mercies are
new every morning and they are
never ceasing. It has not been
an easy task; there have been
tremendous challenges and I
have worried about our future.
But God has always been faithful.
We just celebrated our 69th
year and God has privileged
this University in training many
Pres. René Maciel
that have come through our
halls for the gospel of Jesus Christ. Students from many
cultures and languages have come to BUA to be a part of our
mission – a mission that is very unique
to other Texas Baptist institutions and to
other universities across the country.
At this University, we have a context
that is predominantly Hispanic, which
encourages other cultures and nations
to attend our school. Personally, I have
been amazed to be a part of this Christian institution and learn about God from
a global perspective. I have learned from
our foreign students that God is faithful
all over the world.
At times, we have been unsure of our
journey but grateful that God has always
been leading. We are moving out and
moving on, like the children of Israel. As
He leads, we will have more opportunities to train and prepare more cross-cul-

tural Christian leaders. God has us on a journey, a journey
that would not have happened without many faithful
friends including Babs Baugh and her wonderful family.
They have seen the fruits of our mission and have and continue to believe in the future of this University. They have
been witnesses of God’s faithfulness to this school.
Finally, when I began here in 2007, the University had
a $10 million debt. Today, that debt has been completely
erased, a testament to God’s faithfulness.
So, as we walk along this new journey, we hope that
you will first consider praying for us, then we hope you will
also join us and see for yourself how great is God’s faithfulness.
Come join us on August 2nd for our Grand Opening
from 10:00 a.m. (ribbon cutting) to 2:00 pm.

Babs Baugh at BUA’s May 3 Annual Friends and Donors Dinner

Grand Opening - Baptist University of the Américas
Tuesday, August 2, 2016
10:00 a.m.
Ribbon Cutting

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Open House

Hors D’Oeuvres
& Giveaways

7838 Barlite Blvd., San Antonio, TX 78224
No RSVP needed, just come on by. For more info, call 210-924-4338.

Issue 3 - Summer 2016

CULTURAS
News from the
Baptist University
of the Américas
• Bookmark the
BUA website at
www.bua.edu
and visit often.
• LIKE the BUA
Facebook page at
Baptist University of
the Américas.
• As you see BUA
items appear on
your Facebook
newsfeed, SHARE
the item so your
Facebook Friends
learn about BUA.

39,000
TOTAL SQUARE FEET
AT OUR NEW CAMPUS

69

• Invite a BUA speaker
to your church to
share the BUA story.

• Visit the campus
and schedule a
tour by calling
Admissions at 210924-4338, ext. 229.
• Visit Acentos - Our
brand new café at
the BUA campus
open for the whole
community.

65

NUMBER OF YEARS
BUA HAS BEEN
EDUCATING STUDENTS

20

NUMBER OF STUDENTS
ENROLLED LAST SPRING

78

NUMBER OF STUDENTS
STUDYING IN BIBLICAL/
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
PROGRAM

1,578

OUR STUDENT FACULTY-RATIO

34
PERCENT OF OUR STUDENTS
GO INTO GRAD SCHOOL

6,740

YEARLY AVERAGE OF
COUNTRIES REPRESENTED

9:1

85
PERCENT OF OUR STUDENTS
ARE HISPANIC

PERCENT OF OUR GRADUATES
ARE SERVING IN CHURCH OR
DENOMINATIONAL MINISTRIES

286

• Become an Amigo
Donor by sending a
monthly gift.
• Do research at
BUA’s Library,
which is open to
the public. Retiring
pastors donate their
libraries to BUA, so
many theological
books are available
for review.

at a glance

YEARLY TUITION & FEES COST
TO ATTEND BUA

2,500

NUMBER OF STUDENTS
WHO HAVE GRADUATED FROM
SCHOOL SINCE ITS INCEPTION

349

71

NUMBER OF STUDENTS
WHO HAVE GRADUATED FROM
SCHOOL SINCE ITS ACCREDITATION

YEARLY HOUSING COST

PERCENT OF
OUR STUDENTS ARE BAPTIST
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Friends and Donors inspired at annual dinner
By Ginger Hall Carnes

B

aptist University of the Américas celebrated God’s
provision of a new campus and friendships that have
provided a larger network of supporters at the 2016 Friends
and Donors Dinner on May 3 at Oak Hills Country Club.
With the entire venue cost sponsored by Triple Dawson
Family Foundation, the annual event allows BUA officials
and donors to invite friends to learn about the unique
mission and achievements of BUA.
Keynote Speaker Mayor Ivy R. Taylor of San Antonio
shared how her strong Christian faith has set her course in
a public service career and praised BUA.
“Your university and your campus provide a unique
opportunity for citizens of all ages to advance themselves
and to live up to God’s plan and vision for their lives,” she
said.
“Your accomplishments here at Baptist University of
the Américas are a testimony to the command to service –
service to the Lord and service to our brothers and sisters.”
She emphasized faith and education, “I know that
families and communities suffer both because they

Pres. René Maciel praying with Mayor Ivy R. Taylor

don’t know Christ and the Bible and because of a lack of
education,” she said.
She challenged BUA to become involved in the local
initiative to address young Latino and black men’s high risk
of poor life outcomes, My Brother’s Keeper, to “fill the gap”
by partnering with the city and community agencies to
make education more accessible to large numbers of San
Antonians.
In a powerful moment, BUA President René Maciel
stood beside the mayor and prayed for her leadership as
she lives her life in front of people every day, and that God
be first in her life.
Student Vanessa M .
Roman, who graduated
at the top of her class in
Business this year, shared
her testimony about looking
for a school because the
universities in her native
Peru were too expensive.
A family friend told her
about BUA. “We could not

• Volunteer of the
Year: Inez Hamilton,
who rides a bus daily to
volunteer in the President’s Office. Her story
drew requests for a box
of tissue at the podium
and every table.

under s tand how
BUA’s prices were
lower than other
universities, so we
called and made
sure the prices were
real,” she recalled,
drawing laughter
from the attendees.
She described BUA
as welcoming with
genuine hospitality
and that when she
needed food or
funds for school,
God provided
through people
devoted to BUA.
Owain Graham,
Instructor of Guitar Owain Graham
and Music Theory, provided prelude
music and a special presentation
during the dinner.
With radio personality and
BUA friend Sonny Melendrez
adding levity and seriousness to
the occasion as appropriate, the
university continued the tradition
of presenting awards in three key
areas for the institution:

Pedro “Speedy” Gonzalez

• Donor of the
Year: Trinity Baptist
Church of San Antonio, which hosts the
annual graduation
and has supported BUA for many,
many years. Pastor
Les Hollon drew
applause when he
said, “The faculty of

BUA are incredibly gifted
servant leaders. Their intellectual ability is equal
to any other university.
They choose to teach at
BUA because they are
called to teach at BUA.”
An emotional President M a c i e l s h a r e d
that he came to BUA
nine years ago ready to
mold and shape BUA,
but instead BUA and its Pastor Les Hollon
students have changed him. “An amazing thing happens
when every student comes into this school,” the president
said. “Not only do they bring difference and uniqueness
with culture and language, but they change us every day.
If I think about the change they have made in my life, I
think about also the opportunity that God will use them
and take them from BUA to be able to bring change
wherever God sends them. What a unique opportunity
BUA has to be involved in the kingdom of God.”
Sonny Melendrez

By Rhoda Ortiz Vance

B

• Friend-Raiser of
the Year: Pedro “Speedy”
Gonzalez, Vice President of Operations for
McCombs Enterprises,
“made some wonderful
connections and opened
Inez Hamilton
many, many doors for our
university,” said Vice President for Development Teo
Cisneros.

Vanessa Roman

BUA lays foundation for
students to transfer
UA is always grateful when
preparing future servant leaders
academically and spiritually in
higher education. We asked one
of our former two-year students,
Jade Hinnant, to share how BUA
prepared her for her next stage in
higher education. Here is her story:
“As my high school graduation
drew near in the spring of 2013, I felt
Jade Hinnant
more and more pressure to decide
where I would attend college. My plan was to commute
to a local school for the first two years and then transfer
elsewhere. Having toured the BUA campus two years prior
with a high school group, I was already familiar with the
university. After researching it more, I discovered that BUA
offered many of the essential things I was looking for in
a school: affordability, intimate class sizes, close proximity
to my house, and best of all, a Christ-centered philosophy.
With my family, my friends, and myself praying, I received
my letter of acceptance, and soon I was walking through
the doors of BUA as a college freshman.
“What an amazing gift God gave me by guiding me
through those doors! I was immediately welcomed by
precious faculty and students, I encountered exemplary
professors who challenged me to do my best, and
experienced rich and diverse cultures with students from
all around the world. With each passing semester, God
used BUA to prepare me to transfer. I was strengthened
spiritually, my academic skills greatly improved, and I
received insight into a world much bigger than my own.
Currently, I am a student at Texas State University and was
accepted into their Honors College. However, if it had not
been for the foundation I received at BUA, I would not be
where I am today. I praise God for BUA and all the people
there that helped me grow!”
For information on how to enroll at BUA, please visit
www.bua.edu/admissions.

Affiliations and Accreditation
• Baptist University of the Américas is accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation of the Association for
Biblical Higher Education (ABHE).
• Baptist University of the Américas is authorized by the
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board to offer
Associate of Arts and Bachelor of Arts degrees.
• Baptist University of the Américas is affi liated with
Texas Baptists/Baptist General Convention of Texas.
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Commencement
By Ginger Hall Carnes

F

lags from 22 nations representing the homelands of the
students and employees at Baptist University of the Américas
hung from the balcony of Trinity Baptist Church as BUA marked
its 2016 Commencement Ceremony on May 21.
Keynote Speaker Dr. Ellis Orozco, senior pastor of First
Baptist Church of Richardson, Texas, encouraged the graduates
to “run the race” by being examples for those who follow and by
sharing the Gospel with the lost. “They’re watching even when
you don’t know it,” he said.
Latinos will be the majority ethnic
group in Texas and the western hemisphere,
Orozco shared. “The only question is: How
will you respond? How will you win our
people and our generation to the Lord? Will
you make a difference in that cause?”
See your life as a miracle, Orozco said.
“See that we actually live quite amazing
Dr. Ellis Orozco
lives on an amazing planet embarking on
an amazing mission at an amazing time to be alive.”
During the one-hour ceremony, BUA awarded 37 Bachelor’s
degrees, 10 Associate degrees and 96 Baptist Bible Institute
certificates.
As Vice President for External Affairs
Moisés Rodriguez and Vice President
for Academic Affairs Marconi Monteiro
presented graduate proclamations
in English and Spanish, the university
celebrated the first graduate in its new
Bachelor of Arts in Human Behavior
degree program.
Vice President for Student Services/
Enrollment Management Mary Ranjel
presented Miriam Sarai Juarez-Custodio
with the coveted Alcides Guajardo Student Service Award,
given each year to a student who has demonstrated through
his or her years at BUA a great spirit of service to the student
body and to others.
Assistant Professor of Music Maria Monteiro led the
congregation in singing “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” and in
“Recibirás Bendición.” A BUA Ensemble also sang “He Loved
Me.”
The ceremony was followed with graduates gathering with
groups of family members for photographs and hugs as they
begin their journey with their new certificates and degrees
representing a commitment to make the world a better place.

Classroom aflame: Encountering
the Great I Am in students
By Craig Bird, Assistant Professor of English, Communications and Missions

(Editor’s Note: Craig Bird wrote this for BUA’s Faculty Blog
and then sent it as an email to his students.)

A

solitary burning bush surrounded by desert tends to get noticed. Especially by lonely shepherds weary of looking at nothing but sheep.
Hundreds of flaming shrubs not so much. Especially in a world
aswarm with distractions. But a miracle is no less a miracle because
it is present in multitude instead of isolation.
This semester I’ve been reminded once again that walking the
halls of BUA might best be done barefoot. It is holy ground, a place
where God repeatedly and consistently puts miracles in my path,
challenges me to pay attention to what He is doing — and invites
me to be part of His process.
Early morning is not a prime time for college students, but last
January two dozen students signed up for Speech Communications, Tuesday-Thursday, 8 a.m. I’m not always wide awake then
either so it took a couple of weeks for me to notice the blazes all
around me.
As they gave their self-eulogy speeches I got to know: a
77-year-old man who had buried his wife four months earlier; a
21-year-old woman married less than three months; two women
who had met Christ through prison ministry; a young man who
had prepared for ministry at a don’t-attract-attention seminary in
his home country; and a political refugee from Myanmar/Burma
who struggled with his accent because English was his ninth language.
Another young man shared about being adopted out of the
cartel wars of Mexico as an eight-year-old and of his biological relatives still caught in the violence. Another young woman told how
God had found her living under a bridge six months earlier and led
her to BUA.
Hispanics, Anglos, African Americans, Asians. Raised in stable,
Christ-centered homes. Born into shattered families. Male and Female. Young, old and in between. Single. Married. Engaged. Widowed. Single moms. New in the faith. Wizened in the faith. Championing the faith. Questioning the faith.
Twenty-four unique individuals all made in the image of God.
Twenty-four miracles-in-process, throwing off sparks and calling
for their professors to fan the flames of their minds and souls.
Jesus said God expects much from people who have received
much. Paul points out that teachers will be judged on how faithful
they were to their tasks. (I remind every class that, Biblically speaking, my final exam will be tougher than theirs.) I regularly thank
God for letting me be part of the BUA faculty. I have been given
much. No wonder Moses was scared. I am... (for full story, please
visit https://bua153.wordpress.com/.)
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Baptist Bible Institute offers
certificates and diploma
By Sandra Dubón Cisneros, BBI Director

W

e are thankful to God for the hundreds of students
who are receiving training at Baptist University of the
Américas through the Baptist Bible Institute. We are offering
the following: 1) two certificate programs: Certificate in
Biblical Studies and Certificate in Ministry Studies; and 2)
Diploma in Theology. We are also excited to announce
that in the Spring Semester 2016, we will be offering a new
certificate in Church Planting. These are great opportunities
for men and women, church leaders, pastors, missionaries
and church planters to receive training in order to fulfill
God’s purpose for their lives.
Ninety-one students graduated this past May and we
steadily continue in the work God has called us to do as an
institution. For this and much more, we celebrate what God
is doing through our BBI program, not only at our campus
but in our state, nation and in other countries.
Thinking about becoming a student? Thinking about
opening up a BBI center? Then give us a call and allow us
to help you reach your goal of training and/or equipping
others to better serve God and your church. Contact us at
210-924-4338, ext. 342 or visit us at www.bua.edu/bbi.

Alumni - Where are they now?
By Rhoda Vance, Director or Community Relations

D

aniel Alva Rivera, 2010
Graduate - Associate
Pastor and Youth Pastor at
Buenas Nuevas in Lima, Peru.
He is ministering alongside his father who is also the
pastor and is in his 70s. His activities include preaching, leading small groups, teaching and
preaching at youth conferences,
and youth camps.
Daniel Alva
How did BUA best prepare you for your ministry?
BUA taught me how to develop relationships that are
different from mine. The environment at BUA and the academic emphasis on cross-cultural studies helped me to
understand cultures different from mine and how to work
with them. My church consists of members coming from
the mountains, the jungle and the coast. Even though
they are all Peruvians, their cultures are different, but as a
church, we have been able to connect with them. I also
gained experience as a member of the soccer team as I
now hold soccer clinics for our church youth.

50 Most Affordable Small Private Colleges
and Bible Colleges

A

ccording to Affordablecolleges.com, BUA has ranked #1 in Texas
and made the top 20 nationally for two separate categories:
1) Most affordable small private colleges; and 2) Most affordable Bible
colleges. For more information, visit
http://www.affordablecolleges.com/rankings/small-private-colleges/

Joanna Esparza

International
Missions
By Luis Juárez, Director of Missions & Ministry

E

very year Baptist University of
the Américas sends student
missionaries abroad to serve as
summer interns. This year, BUA sent
Joanna Esparza to serve at Iglesia
Bautista Estrella de Belén in Mexico
City. She will be serving in the areas
of evangelism, children’s ministry, and
youth ministry. Joanna will conclude
her internship at Miacatlán, Morelos
(2 hours from Mexico City), a church
mission sponsored by the above
church and will help by leading VBS.

Gloria Garcia, Kendra Tenías, Daniel Salinas, Nathan Arrazate, Dave Morga, and Josh Vargas

Pasión
By Luis Juárez, Director of Missions & Ministry

P

asión is a group of students from BUA, called to lead God’s people to worship
through the practice of their vocal, instrumental and songwriting abilities. They
serve BUA internally by ministering to students and externally by representing BUA
at events and mission endeavors. The worship experience led by PASIÓN can be
described as passionate and relevant, creating an atmosphere where the presence
of God is welcomed and nurtured. This summer they are traveling throughout
Texas, and in Tucson, Arizona, leading God’s people in worship.
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Online Classes
Now Available at BUA
For details or to apply visit:
www.bua.edu/online

Baptist University of the Américas
7838 Barlite Blvd., San Antonio, TX 78224-1364
210-924-4338
800-721-1396
bua.edu

BUA’s Business as
Mission Society holds
inaugural Career
Readiness Workshop
By Christopher Langford, Instructor of Business

B

aptist University of the Américas’
(BUA) Business as Mission Society
(BAMS) sponsored the inaugural Career Readiness Workshop for BUA students on Feb. 2. The workshop focused
on resumé development, interviewing,
and gaining knowledge about summer internship opportunities.
Eighteen students attended the
event, along with faculty and staff.
The student participants learned

about how to create and refine their
resumés as well as how to prepare for
questions they may be asked during
future job interviews. Many students
found the interview session particularly challenging but extremely informative. The resumé development
session was also well-received and
helped students to prepare to apply
for their first internships and professional positions.
The goal of the workshop was to
prepare BUA students to enter the la-

Kyle L. Ashley, Juan Valdez, Kellie Meyer, Sandra Gómez Obregón, Gabriela Rives, Helen Bloom,
Christopher Langford, Samuel Gaitan, and Pedro Sanchez.

bor market. BUA will hold the event
on a semi-annual basis in the future
and expand it to include additional
employment-related sessions. BAMS
will also invite seniors from local high
schools to participate in the workshop.
Many individuals were instrumental in the planning and implementation of the workshop. The BAMS
task force of Kellie Meyer, Juan Valdez, Pedro Sanchez, and Sam Gaitan
worked tirelessly planning the event.
Kyle Ashley, Gabriela Rives, and Chris
Langford provided faculty support
and oversight while community leaders Helen Bloom and Sandra Gómez
Obregón volunteered their time to facilitate the workshop sessions.
BAMS was officially launched as a
BUA student organization during the
Spring 2016 semester. BAMS’ mission
is to provide a Christian environment
for the equipping of students for
entry and growth into the business
world, encouraging student leadership. This society provides hands-on
experiences while encouraging Christian conduct in the business world,
supporting students in their business
aspirations, and promoting business
as a mission.

BUA Extension Site at DFW

I

n the Fall of 2015 the Association for Biblical Higher
Education (ABHE) accreditation agency granted BUA
the authorization to offer courses in our new BUA DallasFort Worth Site in the Business Leadership and Biblical/
Theological Studies Bachelor's programs.
Currently students can take up to 59 credit hours
online toward a B.A. in Biblical/Theological Studies
and Business Leadership and must complete the
requirements for the degree in residence.
The projections for growth are exciting and by 2017,

students will be able to take a full academic load to
advance their studies at the same pace as our students
on our main campus.
BUA's DFW site is coordinated and promoted by
Adjunct Professor & Volunteer Extensions Site Academic
Coordinator Carlos V. Valencia.
BUA Dallas-Fort Worth Site
Iglesia Bautista Victoria en Cristo - 3812 Galvez Ave.
Forth Worth, TX 76111 - Phone 210-887-4118
To register or for more information: www.bua.edu/dfw

