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News from the Baptist University of the Américas

Major Matching Gift Blesses BUA

By Teo Cisneros, BUA V.P of Development

B

UA has been the recipient of
numerous blessings over the
years. We have experienced changes, transitions, and occasional crises. However, God’s faithfulness
has kept us focused on the mission
to prepare “cross-cultural Christian
leaders” from the Hispanic context.
At the present time, we are celebrating the relocation to a beautiful
new campus, the Baugh Building,
and also experiencing the transiBabs Baugh
tion of seeking a new president.
BUA maintains its momentum during this time of transition and keeps its eyes on the future that we believe the
Lord has for us. At this particular time, BUA announces one
of its largest matching gifts in its history, second only to a
$3,000,000 gift from the Eula Mae and John Baugh Foundation in 2005! Recently, Babs Baugh and her family confirmed increasing their original $800,000 gift to BUA up to a
$2,000,000; they will match every contribution made to BUA
dollar for dollar.
Babs has a passion for the University and is excited to be
part of its future. “Many bright minds are lost even before they
can dream of higher education and the more we—and everyone else—help them achieve their goal, the more God’s Kingdom and all of society benefits,” said Babs.
“The donors, leaders, Trustees, and others are poised
to move the University forward and this gift sets the stage
for greater things to come,” said BUA Acting President
Dr. Moisés Rodríguez.
The Baugh family has been instrumental in helping BUA

to become a premier institution for educating students who
are impacting the world. According to College Choice’s Ranking, an independent online publication dedicated to helping
students and their families find the right college, BUA “Is one
of the best colleges for Christian-minded students in the
entire state. The school focuses primarily on Biblical studies
throughout the Americas, ensuring that every student gets
a faith-based education that will help them grow their service-oriented careers.”
In addition to their generous financial gift, Babs and her
family blessed the students and the entire BUA community
with the Eula Mae Baugh Memorial Garden located at the entrance of the new campus. This garden gives BUA students
the opportunity to enjoy an outdoor extension of its facility
and enjoy God’s nature, colors and foliage.
“We proceed toward the goal! We are excited about the
next step, and we want to thank the Baugh family for making
the journey possible,” said Van Christian, BUA Board of Trustees Chair.

BUA students in Eula Mae Baugh Memorial Garden

BUA Board of Trustees Names Dr. Moisés Rodríguez as Acting President

D

Dr. Moisés Rodríguez

r. Moisés Rodríguez was named
BUA’s Acting President by the
Board of Trustees on October 13,
2016. After serving nine plus years,
BUA’s seventh president, René Maciel,
resigned to serve as Community Life
Pastor at FBC Woodway in Waco.
Dr. Van Christian, Chair of the Board of
Trustees, explained the decision, “The
trustees do not believe that bringing

By Rhoda Ortiz Vance

in an external interim president is in the best interest of the
university. We have full faith and confidence in our vice presidents. He added, “The trustees also hope that the presidential search will not be a long, drawn-out process. Again, we
believe our internal structure is perfectly poised to handle
this transition.”
Dr. Rodríguez had been serving as as Executive Vice President from mid August 2016 – October 12, 2016; prior to this,
he had served as Acting Executive Vice President for External
Affairs, the Baptist Bible Institute and Continuing Education
(Continued on Page 8)
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By Ginger Hall Carnes - BUA Communications Specialist

Affiliations & Accreditations

• BUA is accredited by the

Commission on Accreditation
of the Association for Biblical
Higher Education (ABHE).

• BUA is authorized by the

Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board to
offer Associate of Arts and
Bachelor of Arts degrees.

• BUA is affiliated with Texas
Baptists/Baptist General
Convention of Texas.

Online Classes
• Now Available at BUA
For details or to apply visit:
www.bua.edu/online
• Bookmark the
BUA website at www.bua.
edu
and visit often.
• LIKE the BUA Facebook page
at Baptist University of the
Américas.
• Invite a BUA speaker to your
church to share the BUA
story.
• Become an Amigo Donor by
sending a monthly gift.
• Visit Acentos - Our brand new
café at the BUA campus open
for the whole community.

• BUA DFW Site

(now available)
www.bua.edu/dfw
(210) 887-4118
3812 Galvez Ave.
Forth Worth, 76111
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Araceli Acosta, Dr. Marconi
Monteiro, Craig Bird;
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and Heitor Rissato.

B

aptist University of the Américas took a giant step into the future August 2 when it
unveiled a modern location that provides updated working conditions and room to grow
its student body.
Smiles and tears affirming God’s blessings abounded among a cross-section of 300
people representing Baptist entities, employees, donors, friends, and businesses that provide
support to keep BUA continuing its march into its 70th year of existence.
President René Maciel joined longtime benefactor Babs Baugh of the Baugh Family
Foundation to cut the ceremonial ribbon as people were welcomed to view the high ceilings
and wide staircase of the Student Union before touring the two-story, 42,000-square-foot
building.
The foreclosed medical office building is only a block from the 12 acres that BUA had
occupied since 1964, but it’s decades away from the eight buildings that were becoming more
expensive to maintain and that were siphoning funds that could be used for educationally
sound purchases. The previous property was bought by Texas Baptists.
Baugh and other speakers pointed out that the newer building, which was built by
a physician in 2006 but never was fully occupied, was remodeled by architects Overland
Partners and contractors G.W. Mitchell Construction into a campus that BUA students and
employees deserve. It has a student union, classrooms, offices, a library and a chapel that can
be used for large meetings and dinners.
The ceremony was bathed in prayer as Maciel introduced dignitaries, including former
BUA President and current Buckner International President Dr. Albert L. Reyes, San Antonio
Baptist Association Director of Missions Darrell Horn, Rolando Rodriguez and Gabriel Cortez
of the Office of Hispanic Ministry, Dallas Baptist University Chancellor Dr. Gary Cook, Director
of the Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission Gus Reyes, BUA Trustees, representatives of
San Antonio higher education institutions, and local pastors.
Baugh shed tears as she spoke passionately about the courage of the students from all
over the world who leave their families and their friends to attend BUA. She praised landscaper
John Troy for creating the Eula Mae Baugh Memorial Garden with beautiful foliage and
benches at the entrance to the building.
David Hardage, Executive Director of Texas Baptists congratulated
the BUA family and the BUA trustees for their perseverance over the
year. He thanked the Texas Baptist family for walking alongside BUA
with love, support and financial generosity for 69 years.
Hardage said the transformation of the building is overwhelming
from what he saw during a visit the previous spring. “The people of
Texas need BUA to be successful. I hope you will join with me in praying
for this institution and this campus in the future.”
Adding that he wasn’t asked to say it, he called for Baptists to step
up and donate to BUA whose tuition is low so students can attend and
graduate without heavy debt. “On behalf of everyone involved with
BUA, if there’s any way any of you can walk alongside this institution
financially in the future, I ask you to do it. It’s time for us to be generous
to BUA.”
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BUA Development
Office dedicated
in memory of
Debbie Ferrier
By Christina Rodriguez

BUA trustees have launched a three-year, $5 million capital campaign, “A New Journey,”
to purchase and remodel the Baugh Building.
Trustee Chairman Dr. Van Christian, pastor of First Baptist Church-Comanche, said when
he was elected chair, it was a time of uncertainty and fear because they knew the campus
had been sold and they did not know where BUA would go. “I believed it to be much like the
journey of the Hebrew people as they left Egypt, but they were headed to a land that had
been promised to them by the word of God,” the pastor said.
“I’m grateful that the journey didn’t take 40 years,” he said to laughter, but there were
the same type of fears and concerns that the Hebrew people had. “Continually, we were
reminded, ‘God has a place.’ We knew it was a place that was prepared long before we got
here. We have entered the land God promised us.”
Standing beneath a huge BUA logo on the wall of the Student Union, Mary Ranjel, who
celebrated 40 years at BUA on Aug. 22 after starting as a file clerk and rising to Vice President
for Student Services and Enrollment Management, tearfully said she was almost speechless.
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow.”
She started in 1976 when it was Mexican Baptist Bible Institute and all classes were taught
in Spanish. “Men and women came in their Sunday clothes to go to class. Most of our churches
in this area were pastored by MBBI students,” she recalled.
“I know that God has kept BUA alive and well because He has a purpose for it,” she said.
“It’s almost unbelievable to me to know where God has brought us.”
She cited Maciel as a “praying President” who had them focus on what God wanted for
BUA as they pondered the basement of a church or portable buildings at the student housing
complex. “And this is our journey today – 7838 Barlite Boulevard. We know that God has BUA
in His hands.”
Dr. Nora Lozano, Associate Professor of Theological Studies and Director of the Latina
Leadership Institute, said after 17 years teaching at BUA, freshmen “arrive with questions,
struggling with their self-esteem, wounded by the system. They have a rough time and little
by little during the four years,” they are transformed.
“This institution has been surrounded by miracles through all these years,” the professor
said. “Today we are witnessing a miracle that we are in this building today. It is a miracle
that we are transforming lives every year here together. It is a miracle that we are making an
impact on the churches and communities where our students serve. Your generosity allows
these miracles to happen. Be assured that many miracles will continue to happen here. If you
want to witness them, please spend some time with us during the school year.”
During the benediction, Dr. Dennis Young, pastor of Missouri City Baptist Church and a
BUA trustee, declared the day a Celebration Day. God’s Word says if we ask believing, Thy will
be done, (SHOULD THERE BE SOME QUOTE MARKS HERE) he shared.
“We’re so grateful that members of the BUA community have asked
and they have believed; they have trusted, and now we see victory here
today,” he said joyfully.
Before the crowd dispersed to mingle, a slideshow of historical
photos was on display, a tour of the two-story facility was facilitated,
and refreshments and BUA coffee were available.
An emotional President Maciel recalled I Sam 7:12:
“Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and
Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying ‘Thus far the Lord has helped us.’”
And the people responded, “Amen.”
“We’ve come to this day without a shadow of a doubt,” Maciel said,
“and know that all we have and all that we are or ever will be is because
of God the Father.”
The Baugh Building will be used as funds are raised to build a larger
campus on 66 acres the school owns on the other side of I-35.

BUA was saddened to
learn of the passing of
Debbie Ferrier this October.
“Debbie was a committed
supporter and advocate
for our University, she was
a dear friend and will be
greatly missed,” said Vice
President for Development,
Teo Cisneros.
Debbie was a member of
the BUA Board of Trustees
and in recent years served
on staff as the Director of
Development and Campaign
Initiatives.
To honor Debbie’s passion
and
commitment,
the
University’s leadership and
Board of Trustees have agreed
to name theDevelopment
Administration office in her
memory.
If you would like to give
a gift in memory of Debbie
or would like to learn
more about BUA’s naming
opportunities, please contact
the BUA Development office
at 210-298-3180 or email
development@bua.edu.

BUA HITS RECORD
ENROLLMENT!
This fall 2016 semester, and
in it's new location, history
was made with a record
enrollment of 285 students.
For information on how to
register, contact:
admissions@bua.edu.
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Amparo’s Dream

By Rhoda Ortiz Vance, Director of Community Relations

(The story below is one example of many of how students that have attended
Baptist University of the Américas have had a life changing experience.)

A

mparo Salazar, her huslice aerial photo shots. These
band and her daughter,
forested areas serve as hideLuisa Maria, were already
outs for these illegal growers.
doing mission work through
As a result, many of the iltheir local church, Iglesia Preslegal growers have overtaken
byterian Cumberland in Cali,
indigenous villages and raped
Colombia. Amparo and her
the women, killed many of
husband, Juan Carlos Angel,
the men, harmed the children
are engineers in agronomy,
and left many women widthe science and technology of
owed and children orphaned.
producing and using plants for
The speaker’s call to action to
food, fuel, fiber, and land reclathese attendees was that mismation. Their son, Juan Sebassion work didn’t always mean
tian is also studying in this field (From left to right) Luisa Maria Angel, Amparo Salazar, and Lina del Mar Angel crossing a border, help was
and their daughter, Lina del Mar, is shy
needed in their own region.
director. Many times these ladies that
one semester of also receiving her deLuisa Maria excitedly shared her
had been placed were underpaid and
gree in this field.
conference experience and after some
Amparo had to step in and advocate
Amparo, the matriarch, had been
inquiry at Fundacion Universitaria Baufor them. Needless to say, the injustice
spearheading mission work for the last
tista de Cali, the family (Juan Carlos,
many times left her in dismay.
six years along with her family through
Amparo, Luisa Maria and Lina) regisIt was her daughter Luisa Maria
their Presbyterian church. She worked
tered to take a one-year intensive trainwhose curiosity began the journey of
with foundations to help women and
ing on mission work as students.
attending Fundacion Universitaria Bauchildren in hostile and/or vulnerable
Toward the end of their year, a BUA
tista de Cali. The university was holdsituations and decided to work with the
representative spoke to the students
ing choir rehearsals when a flyer caught
Presbyterian convention, their churchabout BUA’s degree programs, ESL and
her eye, a two-day seminar on missions.
es and pastors.
diploma programs and its emphasis on
She decided to attend.
It was not an easy task for this Coforming cross-cultural servant-leaders
The conference speaker worked
lombian female to effectively work with
in a Hispanic context. With the complewith indigenous villages located along
Colombian Presbyterian churches. Her
tion of their studies and a diploma in
the Atlantic coast, one village in parrole was to connect with these churchmissions from the university, they knew
ticular was located in Sierra Nevada de
es, follow the foundation’s procedures,
God had a different plan for them.
Santa Marta in the mountains of Colomhelp churches identify community
Because of Amparo’s troubled exbia. This male dominated indigenous
needs for these vulnerable victims and
perience in the past with the local Presgroup, with its own language and their
then release monies for that specific
byterian churches, conventions and
own customs, already practiced social
work; bakeries and seamstress shops
foundations, she decided that it would
injustice amongst their village. Women
were some areas of placement.
be best to start mission work from
had few rights.
Because of Amparo and Juan Carscratch. The graduating group of this
In the mountain forests, many of
los’ expertise in agronomy, they would
class was composed of professionals
them worked the plantation fields due
host training seminars on the vegetain the areas of agronomy, law, medical,
to the rich soil which allows for the
tion that would best grow in their renursing, and included mission-mindgrowth of coffee beans, something
gion while sharing the gospel (like the
ed pastors and organizers. They were
for which Colombia is known. Unforparable of the sower, Matthew 13).
ready to newly form a mission ministry
tunately, the rich soil and climate also
However, it was not easy for these
by each financially contributing for its
allows for the illegal growth of coca
Colombian pastors to take instrucstart-up. Their name, Misioneros Unileaves and marijuana and the opportution and be accountable to a female
dos Bendecidos Para Bendecir (Missionnity for illegal growers to hide from poaries United and Blessed To Bless).
However, Amparo knew that
learning the English language would
be a great benefit toward expanding their vision of their mission; it
would help them to connect with various English-speaking denominations,
foundations, churches, organizations,
conventions, etc., and apply for grants,
request donations, but most importantly, ask for experienced guidance in their
Luisa Maria at Iglesia Samaria in Salida Misionera (Caldono, Colombia)
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Amparo at Misión Comunidad Buenaventura, Valle
del Cauca (Department in southwestern Colombia)

Will you please join our
list of praying churches?

new work. With her husband’s blessing
and financial support, Amparo and her
two daughters, Luisa Maria and Lina, decided to attend the ESL program at BUA.
During spring break, they were able
to join the BUA missions team that served
in churches in Caldwell, TX and in the fall
break, they served in Donna, Texas. They
have seen the organized work Baptists
are doing toward missions work, the
commitment BUA has to its mission and
it has expanded their outlook on their future endeavors.
After completing their ESL program,
Lina plans to return to Colombia and
finish her last semester in agronomy;
Luisa Maria, with her business degree
in Colombia, is considering pursuing
her masters in relations to mission work

Maria Luisa at Misión Comunidad Buenaventura, Valle
del Cauca (Department in southwestern Colombia)

in the U.S. and Amparo’s dream to effectively grow a start-up mission ministry in Colombia is becoming a reality.
Amparo Salazar can be reached at :
crisalida63@yahoo.com.co or find
Misioneros Unidos Bendecidos Para
Bendecir on Facebook.

Praying Churches Needed!
We can assign a designated week or
you can select a week from
the calendar by visiting:

www.bua.edu/prayforbua
or contact us: info@bua.edu
210-924-4338, ext. 207

BUA’s 7th Annual Joe Jiménez Texas Baptist Golf Tournament

By Rhoda Ortiz Vance, Director of Community Relations

O

n Monday, September 12, 2016, BUA
held its 7th Annual Joe Jiménez
Texas Baptist Golf Tournament. It was a
beautiful day at The Dominion Country
Club where 125 golfers were in attendance. The purpose of the benefit was
to raise funds toward student scholarships. Our winners were: 1st) G.W.
Mitchell Construction; 2nd) FBC Midland and; 3rd) BUA.

BUA student volunteers

This year’s golf locale was a first for
BUA and was made possible by a wonderful friend and supporter, Mr. Pedro
“Speedy” Gonzalez, V.P. of Operation
for McCombs Enterprises. Mr. Gonzalez
was recently recognized at BUA’s Friends
& Donors Annual Dinner as Friend-Raiser of the Year as he has continuously
helped connect BUA with the public.
Another first for BUA was a par 3
hole-in-one contest and a 2016 Ford
Mustang on display sponsored by the

1st Place Team: G.W. Mitchell Construction

Red McCombs Partnership in Education
Program. Even though there was no
winner, all golfers were able to dream
the possibility of winning.
Our title sponsors were Keith Skaar
and Baptist Credit Union. The University is grateful for their support for the last
several years.
It was over seven years ago that
BUA’s seventh President, René Maciel,
inaugurated this tournament, naming it after Joe Jiménez, a San Antonio
resident who captured the 1978 Senior PGA Championship and became
one of the early Hispanic pioneers in
golf. Joe and Lydia’s (his wife) bequest
to Baptist University of the Américas
in a gift of $100,000 benefited the lifelong passion of his father-in-law, Víctor González. González had been denied a theological education when felt
called to preach, there was no place

that would accept him. When he and
his family moved to San Antonio, he
made it possible for others to be trained
and was one of BUA’s original trustees
in 1947. In 2009, Jiménez was the largest contribution from a Hispanic family
in the school’s 62-year history (and the
fourth largest overall.)
“We were blessed with the golfers
who came out to join us,” shared Dr.
Moisés Rodríguez, BUA’s Acting President, “and we are already planning next
year’s golf event. Keeping the dream
of educating students at an affordable
cost while we fellowship with donors
and friends on the green is something
the University looks forward to.”
Why I Support
BUA?
“I support BUA
because they put
more Hispanic
Baptists in pastors’
seat and in music
ministries than in
any other school
in the country.”

Lane Mitchell
G.W. Mitchell Construction

For next year’s date, visit
www.bua.edu or call (210) 298-3180.
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BUA Students Serve
in Baton Rouge, LA

BUA Students Serving
in Donna, Texas
By Luis Juarez, Director of Missions & Ministry

By Luis Juarez, Director of Missions & Ministry

D

uring fall break 2016 a team of eight students dedicated
their time to do missions in Donna, TX. The team worked
alongside Heart 4 Kids, a children’s ministry led by Brother
Jorge Zapata, Associate Coordinator of Missions & Hispanic
Ministries for the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and Pastor
Victor Ramirez from Iglesia Vino Nuevo in Donna.
Students had the opportunity to minister in the “colonias” (unincorporated communities generally lacking proper
utilities are not subject to housing codes) preparing and delivering boxes of food, clothes, shoes, and personal toiletries.

O

ver the Labor Day holiday, the students of Baptist University of the Americas had the opportunity to serve
alongside Texas Baptist Disaster Relief and the Hispanic
Baptist Convention in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The trip was
a powerful opportunity to aid a community devastated by
natural disaster.
BUA’s mission
group
focused
around Hispanic residents of a
trailer park that
had been affected by the flooding. From the
moment students stepped into the work site, the devastation and loss were evident by the piles of trash and discarded
furniture. They worked with other churches from around the
state of Texas and Louisiana to clean out the trailers, tear out
sheet rock, remove floors, and cut out rotting plywood in order to prep the houses for remodeling.
Stories of families evacuating their homes, leaving behind
their valuables and escaping on boats was a sobering reality
check for every volunteer. However, one of the most impactful parts of the trip was the open door provided to show love,
kindness, and hope to families who felt a sense of hopelessness in their current state.
Students saw fathers and mothers who were working independently, trying to rebuild their lives and finding hope in
a community of believers that came alongside them to clean,
paint, and renovate the damage left behind.
BUA was blessed by taking
part in this three-day mission effort. Prayers for our local churches
are coveted as they continue to fill
the physical and spiritual needs in
these affected areas.
If you would like to know more
about this ministry, please contact
Luis Juarez at luis.juarez@bua.edu
or 210.924.4338.

Primarily, students engaged in sharing the gospel through
evangelism and leading worship through song. Four people
came to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior at one of the worship services organized by our students. Most of the families
from the colonias came from Mexico fleeing violence, poverty
and abuse. The community has encountered young girls with
difficult experiences such as rape, parents who have lost their
children to cartels, and families living in cardboard houses.
On Sunday morning, the team shared testimonies and led
music at Iglesia Vino Nuevo and that afternoon, worked with
the youth at Iglesia Cantico Nuevo, with a total of 18 teenagers in attendance. In the evening, the team coordinated a
pizza party at Iglesia Vino Nuevo San Fernando. The missionaries spent time sharing testimonies and playing games with
a group of about fifty-five young adults.

Overall, the mission trip made a great impact in the lives
of our student missionaries who were encouraged to care and
serve the “least of these.”
For information on how to request a BUA Missions Team to
help your church, please contact:
Luis Juarez at luis.juarez@bua.edu or 210-924-4338
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Alumni - Where are they now?
By Rhoda Vance, Director of Community Relations

K

ees Abbring,
2011
graduate in Biblical &
Theological Studies. Former
missionary at Operación San
Andrés (OSA), a non-profit
working with families in
Collique, a shanty town on
the outskirts of Lima, Peru.
Now seeking a ministry
position in his home country
the Netherlands. Married to
Elizabett Puerta, a 2006
BUA graduate in Biblical
Elizabett, Jan Elijah, and Kees Abbring
& Theological Studies and
2011 in Business Leadership. They have one son, Jan Elijah
of 6 months.
What would you say BUA best prepared you for?
"As I think of BUA, I think of the Northern Irish band Rend
Collective's latest album, “As family we go.” BUA is like a family,
a family on the go. In my first week at BUA in 2007, I got to
know President René Maciel as a family man and as a servantleader while he was at the newly opened student apartment
complex “Piper Village,” giving a hand to the students by
helping them move in. It was President Maciel who first got
us in contact with Dr. Luis Campos, while one day walking the
BUA hallways and inquiring about our plans after graduation
back in March 2011. Two weeks later, he called me into his
office and told me about Operación San Andrés (OSA), the
non-profit founded by Dr. Luis Campos in Lima, Peru and its
need for a pastoral couple. When President Maciel wasn’t
representing the university off campus, he was the family
man on campus, always taking time to listen with a genuine
interest. If it were not for him, we would not have known
of Collique.
BUA breathes that atmosphere. An atmosphere of caring
for each and every student, where there is always time for each
individual and his/her story. BUA is a university where students
are not numbers, but they all have a name and a story. I could
practice this in Collique for three and a half years with people
who didn’t have much, but always had something to share. To
me, these people have never been a number, they always had
a name and story. A story which I was eager to hear.
The (servant) leadership classes formed me to be a servant
leader like Jesus, wherever that may be. In Peru that has been
challenging as the hierarchical leadership is the norm. Other
classes that impacted my way of thinking "church", were
Church planting and Church ministries. Classes that prepared
and formed me for the work in Peru, both at OSA and at the
church we serve at the moment.
After five years in Peru, we are preparing ourselves to
move to the Netherlands where we will continue our crosscultural experience. "As family we go!"
Since this interview, Kees has returned to his native home
in the Netherlands. He is currently working as a programmable
logic controller, PLC, for VMB Automation B.V. with his wife,
Elizabett and his 11-month old son, Jan Elijah by his side.

S

amuel Caballero and his wife, Rebecca graduated in
1979 when the school was named the Hispanic Baptist
Theological Seminary. Their son, Fernando, was five at the
time. He fondly shared how he felt he was also an HBTS
graduate. Santiago, their other son was two.
Can you share your calling to BUA, your journey
after graduation, and your service until now?
“I was pastoring a church in Liberal, Kansas in 1974
when God called me to what was then the Hispanic Baptist
Theological Seminary.” It was shortly afterward that he,
along with two other classmates, Juan Lujan and Erasmo
Del Bosques, teamed up to do mission work; his wife,
Rebecca and their son, Fernando, were also a part of this
team. Their goal was to travel into Mexico and partner
up with Pastor Juan Ponce (known as the Apostle John) in
Santa Lena to begin church plants.
He recalled fondly one pueblo in particular that was
made up of adobe houses, no running water, no electricity
in the homes and one little store that had a generator with
one light bulb. He also shared a story about the town
drunk who, under their ministry, heard the gospel, had a
life changing experience and became a pastor.

(From left to right) Fernando, Rebecca, and Samuel Caballero

Their mission work was mostly in Coahuila and
Chihuahua, Mexico, between 1976-1979. These mission
trips added up to eight visits. Today, there are about 15
small churches in these small communities. For one year,
Samuel (while a full-time student) pastored Oak Park
Baptist Church in Kerrville, (one-hour commute one way)
with his family by his side.
After graduation, the Caballero family moved to Robert
Lee, Texas, to serve at Iglesia Bethel for two years. Next
was Iglesia Bautista Vencedores en Cristo in Dallas, Texas
where they served for three years. It was after this that God
called them out of Texas to be church planters in Colorado
and beyond. From 1993-2001, the following church plants
were established: Maranata Ministry in Sterling, Colorado;
Maranata Ministry in Greeley, Colorado; Iglesia Maranata in
Burlington, Colorado; Open Door Church in Wyoming.
In 2005, Samuel and his son, Fernando were called by
the North American Mission Board to serve as Domestic
Missionaries in Colorado, the first father-son team to be
commissioned by the board.
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BUA announces
the Texas Baptist
Minister’s Dependent
Scholarship

Baptist University of the Américas
7838 Barlite Blvd., San Antonio, TX 78224-1364
210-924-4338
800-721-1396
bua.edu

B

UA has announced the Texas Baptist
Minister’s Dependent Scholarship.
The announcement was planned to
coincide with the grand opening of
BUA’s new building on August 2.
This new scholarship is designed
to help dependents of full-time ministers achieve a higher level of education through our degree programs
for a full tuition scholarship. The first
time recipients were Nelson Herrera, San Antonio, TX in Biblical & Theological Studies, and Sarahi Cervantes,
Monterrey, México in Human Behavior.
BUA is also
always proud
to announce
the recipients of the
Presidential
Scholarship
awarded to
exceptional
students who
Nelson Herrera & Sarahi Cervantes are active in
ministry and have a 3.0 GPA or higher.
The recipients for fall 2016 were
Alina Bezerra, Hewitt, TX in Business
Leadership, Keila Blake, Sugarland,
TX in Music, Linda Coronado, SAT in
Human Behavior, Humberto Estrada,

10th Annual
EAGLE RUN

Woodlands, TX in Business
Leadership.
For details on applying for these scholarships,
contact admissions@bua.
edu. For more information on how to contribute
to these two scholarship
programs, please contact
info@bua.edu.

Humberto Estrada, Aida Manrique, Krystel Lora-Cera, & Linda Coronado

Monterrey, México in Business Leadership, Francisco Garcia, Spain in Business Leadership, Jonathan Garcez,
SAT in Biblical & Theological, Krystel
Loera-Cera, México in Business
Leadership, Aida Manrique, Johnson City, TN in Human Behavior,
Ilona Villa, Colombia in Human Behavior, and
Rosalinda Zamarrón,

Baptist University of the Américas
EAGLE RUN - February 4, 2017

to register or be a sponsor visit www.bua.edu/eaglerun2017
4 mile run or 1 mile fun walk

Title Sponsor

BUA MAKES TOP 50
COLLEGE CHOICE
RANKING FOR
TEXAS BEST

College Choice described BUA as
“An interesting addition to this list.
It is a private, Baptist university with
a focus on cross-cultural studies at the
undergraduate level. The school, which is
located in San Antonio, Texas, is accredited
by the Commission on Accreditation of the
Association for Biblical Higher Education.”
They continued to say, “This school
chooses to also focus on cross-cultural
issues, particularly those that influence
and affect Hispanic cultures. That is why
the theological education at the school
is rounded out with a history of faith and
culture throughout Latin and Central
America. For Hispanics who wish to begin
missionary work, there is no better school to
attend than BUA.” For full story, visit:
http://www.collegechoice.net/rankings/
best-colleges-in-texas/

BUA Acting President (Continued from Page 1)
at the Baptist University of the Américas from November 2015
to August 2016.
He came to BUA in 2010 as Dean of the Baptist Bible Institute and Continuing Education, where he oversaw the
non-credit training of leaders within different ethnic and
cultural groups around the world. He has taught classes in
Church Growth, Church History, Church Planting and Pastoral
Ministries at BUA. Before this, he pastored 10 years at Primera
Baptist Church in Fort Worth.
Dr. Rodríguez has a wide variety of experiences that have
acquainted him with various ethnic groups. For example, early in his ministry, he was an outreach worker with Southside
Area Ministries in Fort Worth, where he helped refugees from
Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia and Afghanistan become oriented

to American life. In the mid-1990s, he was Associate Director of Ethnic Leadership Development at the Home Mission
Board in Atlanta where he helped seminaries around the
country develop centers and provided orientation for all
ethnic missionaries who were appointed.
He is a graduate of Carrizo Spring High School in Texas,
where he was raised. He earned his bachelor’s degree from
Howard Payne University in Brownwood in 1981, his Master
of Divinity degree from Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth in 1986, and his Ph.D. from Baylor
University in Waco in 1997.
Dr. Rodríguez is married to teacher Abigail Dominguez
and they are parents of two children, Josue Moises and
Julia Mari.

