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Testimony 2 
 
Bueno primero que nada quiero agradecer al programa de Family Literacy Event por permitirme 

servir como voluntario, fue una gran experecia ver como las familia venia entuciasmadas para aprender 
ingles,  yo creo que fue muy buen programa para nuestra  comunidad 

 BUA student Volunteer 
 

Testimony 3 
El programa de ingles me parecio muy bueno e interesante, la Profesora Elsa, que fue la que 

comenzo estas clases, nos ayudo mucho. Las ultimas clases las recibi de la Profesora Nancy, y con ella 
aprendi un poco mas! Me gusto mucho su clase ... Creo que es una excelente Maestra ya que la hacia 
muy amena y divertida. De tal manera que entendia muy bien lo que ella queria decirme. Soy una 
persona no tan joven, y es muy dificil para mi aprender, pero creo que si yo siguiera teniendo este tipo 
de clases asi, aprenderia muy rapido. Gracias por su trabajo hacia mi persona.Dios le bendiga. 

Myrna Martinez, Family Literacy Parent Participant 
 

Testimony 3 
 

The Parent Literacy Program at BUA was an asset to those parents, students and 

children that attended.  It provided the participants with an environment that fostered not only 

to their intellectual language abilities, but to their Affective Domain, as well.  Participants were 

encouraged to peruse the learning of a second language and to follow their dreams of obtaining 

a higher education degree.  Parents commented that they were happy to have a place for their 

children to explore the language of literacy and that the program was held in their own 

community.  The primary benefit of the program was that it helped pave the way for 

participants to cultivate the beginnings of their future educational aspirations.   

       ESL Instructor 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Family Literacy Project Gallery 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Family Literacy Program Newsletter  
by the 

Dr. Nancy Compean-Garcia, ESL & Family Literacy Program Director 
 
The Family Literacy Project is a partnership between the Mary Hill Davis Foundation, 

H.E.B. Community Outreach, Dollar General Literacy Foundation, UNIVISION-UNIMAS and 
S.A.I.S.D. Adult Literacy –Education Program. It supports the San Antonio Southside Hispanic 
familias through a variety of Adult and Family Literacy events, classes, and activities. During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic months, our Family Literacy program was awarded several Family and 
Adult Literacy grants from our community partners above-mentioned. BUA Library Resource 
Center, BBVA Bank community staff, BUA student volunteers, Graebner Elementary, San 
Antonio Independent School District and South San High School, South San Independent School 
District. This powerful network has come together in order to support literacy and English 
language skills in students and parents who are in CASA (home) experiencing home-learning & 
home teaching. English language skills, and Financial Literacy awareness for immigrant families 
residing in the South San Antonio community.  According to the research, family literacy was 
once coined as the “family literacy” term in 1983 which referred to the importance of family 
relationships in literacy development (Shively & Thomas, 2002). Our BUA Family Literacy Night 
Project goal was to improve literacy and English language skills for immigrant families living in 
our South San Antonio community.  This approach was multi—faceted and it included the 
following four components:  

1) Children’s Education-included opportunities for literacy development and 
learning provided by the BUA undergraduate student volunteers who used 
their gifting in the area of theater arts and music to create and implement a 
Reader’s Theater for the children. 

2) Parent Education Events  

 English as a Second Language -instruction to parents in English 
grammar, vocabulary, writing, listening and conversational skills. 

 Computer Literacy Skills-instruction to parents on the use of a 
computer usage, passport to English programs and dictionary use as 
well. 

 English Training Sessions-preparing future ESL teachers to teach in 
Hispanic and minority families-volunteer effort 

3) Parent and Child Shared Literacy-regularly scheduled time for parents and 
children to participate in interactive literacy experiences in a supportive 
environment, and  

4) BBVA Bank, provides financial literacy sessions to further parent’s 
educational skills. Some topics presented are: investments, how to open a 
bank account, how to manage a checking and savings account online, how to 
complete a deposit slip, etc. These sessions are provided every Spring 
semester. 

 
 As BUA faculty, staff, and instructors, we “recognize the power of the family on the 

literacy development of all its members, and support families in building expertise in language 



development, reading, and writing” (N. Garcia, 2007). Family literacy is a great way to support 
children in their literacy development. It also gives parents confidence in their level of comfort 
when dealing with literacy in their home.  

During our Family Literacy Night events, our BUA faculty and staff knew that parent 
involvement in their children’s education is a key predictor of student’s academic and 
behavioral outcomes. Especially now with the COVID-19 Pandemic situation when families are 
being sheltered in place and have begun homeschooling their children. This is not an easy task 
for our S.A. familias therefore, our Family Literacy Project and our Family Literacy Grant awards 
this 2020 year have given us the opportunity to serve our Southside S.A. community via virtual 
learning or in person with social distancing protocols. Homeschooling this year has allowed our 
parents to connect with their children as they facilitate academic learning at home. Whether by 
necessity or the need to stay safe and healthy at home, our BUA –Family Literacy team has 
community faculty and staff agrees with the studies have shown the strong connection 
between parent-children shared reading interactions, parent involvement in providing early 
literacy materials and experiences, and children’s literacy and language skills (Senechal, 2006; 
Senechal & LeFevre, 2002). 
  
 
 
The following are some testimonies of faculty, student volunteers and parents who attended 
our “clases de Ingles”. In addition, we have added pictures of our event! Enjoy! 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Nancy Compean-Garcia 
Director of ESL Program 
Baptist University of the Americas, San Antonio, Texas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Testimony 1 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the local community through the Family Literacy Night 

events!  As you know this year the American Library Association’s theme for National Library Week was 

“Libraries Transform Communities.” We chose to come alongside your effort to reach out to the 

community in that spirit.   

From our perspective, we are grateful that God provided many resources through the Mary Hill 

Davis offering and Dr. Lester Meriwether of Literacy ConneXus.  We were able to structure a program 

that highlights the use of libraries and plant the seeds of life-long learning. We purchased supplies and 

snacks for the children whose parents participated in ESL classes and gave them book bags, books and 

the opportunity to take home their handmade crafts.  In addition to work study student involvement, 

many Baptist University of the Americas students volunteered their time to create a Reader’s Theater 

event each week. Reader’s Theater is an activity where children would listen to a story being read and 

acted out each week.  It required time to create basic sets for each weekly story and each performer 

learned dialogue and practiced physical movements to engage the young audience.  During this 

experience- part of the story, the children participated by being the storm and throwing waves of 

shredded blue and white paper at the actors.  The use of right and left brain activities helped the 

children internalize the lesson of the story. 

 

Every week we saw the number of children grow.  The last time we met we had more than 15 

people participating.  I believe that exposing people in the Hispanic/Latino community to libraries and 

books helps create a comfort with libraries and learning.  Children who are read to from a young age are 

more likely to use libraries and thereby have opportunities to access a myriad of resources and services 

available in public or academic libraries to improve their lives. Our college level students also gained the 

experience of interacting with the children in an engaging manner.  The BUA students learned to see 

themselves as leaders and developed curriculum planning skills for future application. Again, thank 

you and all the ESL team for your leadership in this endeavor. May you be blessed because you are a 

blessing, 

 Librarian, Faculty, BUA 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Testimony 2 
 
Bueno primero que nada quiero agradecer al programa de Family Literacy Event por permitirme 

servir como voluntario, fue una gran experecia ver como las familia venia entuciasmadas para aprender 
ingles,  yo creo que fue muy buen programa para nuestra  comunidad 

 BUA student Volunteer 
 

Testimony 3 
El programa de ingles me parecio muy bueno e interesante, la Profesora Elsa, que fue la que 

comenzo estas clases, nos ayudo mucho. Las ultimas clases las recibi de la Profesora Nancy, y con ella 
aprendi un poco mas! Me gusto mucho su clase ... Creo que es una excelente Maestra ya que la hacia 
muy amena y divertida. De tal manera que entendia muy bien lo que ella queria decirme. Soy una 
persona no tan joven, y es muy dificil para mi aprender, pero creo que si yo siguiera teniendo este tipo 
de clases asi, aprenderia muy rapido. Gracias por su trabajo hacia mi persona.Dios le bendiga. 

Mother, Family Literacy Parent Participant 
 

Testimony 3 
 

The Parent Literacy Program at BUA was an asset to those parents, students and 

children that attended.  It provided the participants with an environment that fostered not only 

to their intellectual language abilities, but to their Affective Domain, as well.  Participants were 

encouraged to peruse the learning of a second language and to follow their dreams of obtaining 

a higher education degree.  Parents commented that they were happy to have a place for their 

children to explore the language of literacy and that the program was held in their own 

community.  The primary benefit of the program was that it helped pave the way for 

participants to cultivate the beginnings of their future educational aspirations.   

       ESL Instructor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Family Literacy Project Gallery 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
CONEXION PARTERSHIP-ESL FAMILIES, MEALS & Children’s Literacy 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E  S  L 

English As A Second Language 

Inglés como Segundo Idioma 

JULY 11, JULY 
18 & JULY 25 

6:00-8:00PM 

Room #134 

THURSDAY CLASSES 


